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THE 


LIFE AND DEATH 


O F 


Mrs. Sarah Kilham, &c. 


HE was born at Pickering, in Yorkſhire, on the gth 
08. 1756. Her father was 1 e of an American 
perchant ſhip, which prevented him from being much 
th his family. After eſcaping a number of dangers at 
1 be was ſeized with a fever in one of the American ports, 
alter languiſhing a few days, he died. As he had long 
red the Lord, and walked in the comforts of the Holy Spi- 
5 death had no terrors to his mind. He rejoiced in the hope 
{ the glory of God; and quitted this wilderneſs, to join 
r anthems of the ſkies. On his being firſt ſeized with 
te complaint that removed him from this world, be was 
len to a gentleman's houſe, who behaved with the great- 
[tenderneſs to him, and procured all the medical helpthe 
ee afforded, And when he was called to his reward, he 
ly took care to have him decently buried, without 
urying any thing to the fatherleſs and. widow, He alſo 
ted the property and writings which belonged to the 
led; and, after packing every thing into his boxes, 
licked and nailed them down, and ſent a very circums 
tal account of what he had done, hoping that none 
Kd be ſo wicked as to deprive his relations of the 
Merty the boxes contained. | 
ler mother (who is {till living, and making it her ſingle 
do be found at death in Chriſt Jeſus) feared and loved 


A2 God 
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through the beloved, and an inheritance with them that 
ire fanctified, filled her ſoul with joy unſpeakable, and 


f lorv. . 7 
l naturally of a good gentle diſpoſition, ſhe was 


Wat ot cafily rufled with the things that diſturb many. And 
ead Waning a lively confidence in the Lord, ſhe was enabled to 
ou. on der way comfortably. She had to grapple with many 


enptations, but found the Lord to ſupport in the trying 
ur. In the midſt of difficulties, ſhe caſt her care upon 
e Lord, under a firm perſuaſion, that he cared for Her. 

due was united with a people that endeavoured ſteadily 
promote the glory of God, and each other's ſalvation, 
Fr :ttending upon the means of grace, ſhe found her ſoul 
proſper in the divine life. By reading the ſcriptures 
1d other books, ſhe was enabled to ſee what vas the 
ill of God in Chriſt Jeſus concerning her. In general, 
r walked in his fear, and in the comforts. of. the Holy 
pit. 0 
0 the conference, 1787, I was appointed to labour in 
E Scarborough circuit. We became particularly .ac- 
ated with each other in the month of December; and 
fer obtaining liberty from Mr. Wefley, with the hearty 
ment of her mother and friends, we were. married on 
ter Monday, 1788. She continued to live in her houſe 
Pickering, without being any expence to the connexion, 
| Auguſt, 1789. The Lord graciouſly helped us through 
r lictle difficulties, and. cauſed us. to rejoice in his 
Þation, | 105 

When ſhe was called to paſs through the perils of 
Wd-bearing, her mind was carried above fear, and ſhe 
ud chearfully give up herſelf fully, to the great Diſ- 
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bin ſour of all events. The Lord exceeded her hopes, and 
Wa pl wht her ſpeedily through her troubles, and bleſſed her 
the gr health. and peace. : | . 

herſelf rden we removed to Pocklington, we had a very ſmall 
f the elunſorable houſe; The fituation ſhe had left was 4 
grace, ce in compariſon of it, Vet ſhe found no difficulty in 


0g, de nung to inconveniences and croſſes, for the ſake of the 


Ar man jeſus. She took care of her child herſelf, and never 
enable of having a ſervant to wait on her there. Our cir- 
to her v extenſive, We were not above five or ix ni kts, 
t, fro Weks at home, in the regular courſe of the cirgalt — 
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Jelus th converſe with, and experienced many mercies ; 
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in compariſon of many circuits, and without any allowance 
for theh. But we had many fincere followers of the Lord 


our varbus i In ſome places the work of . 
Lord revived. We beheld with pleaſure, ſinners convert; 
from. the error of theic ways. 

As I was not raiſed to the office of an aſſiſtant, thoup 


moſt of the circuit deſited our ſtay, we were obliged to re f 
move the next Auguſt, to Whitby. t 
We met with a kind and loving people in that circuit a 
and found a great deal of ſatis faction in the ſervice of Go ] 
Many were the mercies beſtowed upon us in that place. li 
Pleaſed God to help my dear partner to paſs a ſecond tim en 
through the pains of child-bearing, without receiving a 
harm. Root and branch were ſpared for a ſeaſon, M co 
found her mind refreſhed in the religion of Jeſus, and fil be! 
up her place in the church and in the family, to the g a 
of God, and the honour of the connexion. tri; 
When the news reached us, that Mr. Weſley was de; 6 
perſons of different perſuaſions were agitated. Differ den 
opinions prevailed reſpecting the future government of off »2 
cauſe, As the leading men of the Whitby ſociety wal Gall 
anxious to have all things as they had been from the beg dene 
ning, they appeared exceedingly jealous left any ino bono 
tions ſhould take place. Our aſſiſtant was exactly of WW tie | 
ſame diſpoſition. A diſtrict meeting was held for If nc 
aſſiſtants of ſeveral circuits. Other preachers, though in Lord 
connexion, were not invited to it. We heard nothing !r0ub 
what paſſed, but whatgthe afliftant pleaſed to communiq i Fc, 
As he, and ſeveral of the friends knew my ſentimeif * all 
they wiſhed to prevent me from going to the contere_il Part o 
but all their efforts were ineffectual. that t 
My wife adviſed and counſelled on the occaſion. ad pe 
ſaw the ſchemes. of the leading men, and wiſhed 1 v Whe 


attend, to ſee what was tranſacted, if I could be of nod deen, N 
ſervice to the connexion. | ben 

Not being as yet in the office of afliſtant, we were obli_hhf fon c 
with our two children, after ſtaying one year, to remo; /urney 
Newcaſtle-upon-Tyae. If the voice of the people I %exrtul 
have been heard, we ſhould have had the privilege of WW fren 
ing a ſecond year. The Lord gave journeying merci ne, 
land and by water. We were brought in ſafety and and 
among a number of ſenſible ſteady friends. We hay pl: 


a 


1 


been many months in Newcaſtle, before the Lord calſed us 
to part with our dear little boy. My wife felt much on the 
accafion, but did not mvrmur at the diſpenſations of the 
Almighty. She freely offered the child to the Lord, and 
when he was called to Abraham's boſom, ſhe could ſay, 
„Good is the will of the Lord.“ 

When the contention took place about the ſacrament, 
de never was backward to adviſe me to purſue what [ 
thought to be right in the ſight of God. And ſhe never 
attempted to hinder me from ſtanding up in defeace of what 
believed was for the welfare of his cauſe. It was her de- 
light to help me in every thing. She took a pleaſure in 
endeavoaring to bear part of my croſs. 

After I had received a ſummons to attend the London 
conference in 1792, though ſhe was within nine weeks of 
being delivered, ſhe urged me to go, not fearing the face of 
any adverſary. And when 1 was in London, before my 
tial commenced, ſhe wrote to me as follows: | 

« [ am truly thankful to God, for his particular provi- 
dence manifeſted in thy behalf. IT bleſs the Lord, I have 
no diſtreſs of mind about any thing. I hope I am, and 
ſhall be prepared, to follow the divine leadings of provi- 
dence in all things. Should thou be brought through with 
honour to the cauſe, and peace and blefling to thy own mind, 
the praiſe ſhall be given to him, to whom praiſe is dye. 
If not, we will take it as a part of the cup ordered by the 
Lord, and drink it accordingly. Let not thy mind be 
troubled in any-wife on my accouet. I find myſetf per- 
kily free and reſigned, TI hope the Lord will enable me 
at all times, inſtead of being a burden, joy fully to bear a 
part of thine. I pray for the proſperity of the truth, and 
tat the Lord would more abundantly bleſs his own church 
ad people every where.“ 

When none of the preachers were willing to go to Aber- 
deen, I offered to ſupply that place, provided they would 
uow me to ſtay ia Newcaſtle, till my wife ſhould recover 
from child-bearing, and be able to bear the fatigues of the 
Jurney. To this the preachers readily conſented. She 
cdeirfully agreed to the appoiatment, and after having laid- 
1 ſeven weeks, in the month of Oct. 1792, undertook a 
Purney of 223 miles, to ſerve the cauſe of our glorious 
manuel. She was very ſick in the journey, but bore it 
Ma pleaſure, to promote the glory of God. 6 

| Every 
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Every thing a ed ſtrange to us on on our firſt go 
into Scotland. Bar the kindneſs of the people, A 
privileges we enjoyed, more than compenſated, for ere 
difficulty we were called to encounter. My wife ſoon found 
her mind perfectly reconciled to the place, and thankful to 
God, for bringing us into ſuch a peaceable ſituation, She 
endeavoured to ſhew her love to God and his cauſe, by 
fling up her place, in the church and her family, to bis 
glory. 

After we had ſpent about ten months in Aberdeen, it 
pleaſed God to call our ſecond Samuel to himſelf, He 
died of the meaſles. This was a very trying ſcene to ys 
both. We endeavoured to offer him to God, as we had 
done the child that died in Newcaftle, and. found power to 
give him freely, to the Giver of all our. mercies. Before 
his death, we were enabled to {ay from. our hearts, „Thy 
will be done.” It is probable, however, that the fatigue 
ſhe had during the child's affliction and death, with what 
ſhe felt in her mind oa account of his removal, laid the 
foundation of a nervous diſorder, which in the end, called 


her to join her friends and children, to fing the anthems of Jacob 


the Kies. | 2 ſrui 
Soon after we had buried our little one, ſhe wrote ta me ter 
at Inverneſs, as follows: I received thine with a thank- eren 
ful heart, praiſing God for his mercy and loving-kindneſs, what | 
in preſerving thee from danger, and for feeding thy, foul a hear 
with the bread of eternal life. His mereies are new every ubou 
morning, they are repeated every moment. I have been 1 
much in the ſpirit of prayer ſince thou left home.. Well he 
may we ſay, there is no God, like our God. We know, if 1555 


we be faithful, his preſence will follow us through this 
wilderneſs, and bring us ſafe to the promiſed land. More a 
holineſs of heart, and devotedneſs to God is what we want, oemn 


It is my grief and ſhame that I love the Lord fo little, lor 
when he hath done ſuch great things for me and mine. Oh! * 
that this might be the laſt time I have to complain of 
myfelf. In another letter ſhe ſaid.— The Lord 13 good. "ma 


He will w ith-hold nothing from us, that is for our happineli * 
and his glory. I hope that God, for the ſake of Jeſs t ben 


Chriſt, will more abundantly bleſs and water thy ſoul, and i of 
ive a more abundant entrance into the myileries of the * t 
goſpel, that thou may eſt be able to feed the ſheep of Chrrilt, yer 


' 2 w : | * 
with food convenient for them; and that he would mabe 
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19 
thee more and more nſe ful in bringing back thoſe who are 
vandering in the paths of error, to his fold again. I find 
my happineſs is ſo cloſely connected with thine, that I muſt 
Aways rejoice or maurn with thee. : 

« Surely the Lord delights to do his needy creatures 
good. I find myſelf deeply anterefted in every exerciſe 
thou haſt to paſs through. Before than left home, I never 
found my heart more deeply engaged with God for a 
Weſling on thy labours; and in thy abſence I have been 
enabled to plead much with the Lord Jeſus in thy behalf. 
| tave found great brokenneſs of heart be fare him. My 
poor petitions have in a great meaſure been anſwered. 1 
will not be diſcouraged to plead ſtill with the Lord for a 
eling on all thy ſacred engagements. Thave a good hope 
trough grace, that the Lord will ſtill ſtand by, and more 
tbundantly bleſs and ſanftify thee, for the great work thou 
haſt undertaken, to thy preſent and eternal good, and the 
advantage of the people among whom thou art called to la- 
bour, Ihen doubt not, but be ſtrong in the mighty God of 
lacob. He can change the cold regions of the north, into 
z fruitful feld, and the moſt deſolate place, into ſprings of 
water, Oh! that I could love him with a perfect heart, 
krvently, and zever, never, grieve him more. Believe me, 
what I have written here, is not ftudied, but the effuſions of 
t heart filled with gratitude to the beſt of beings, for ſuch 
ubounded goodneſs to his unworthy ſervant. 

There is nothing would reconcile me to part with thee 
n the way I do, but the great and glorious cauſe thou art 
engaged in: And I rejoice that I am accounted worthy to 
ſtare a part of the croſs with thee. I would ſay much more, 
dit language fails to expreſs what I feel in my breaſt at this 
ſlemn moment. God bleſs thee, and keep thee near him- 
kf for ever. Amen.” * 

de was often poorly at the latter end of the year 1793, 
ud was frequently a good deal affected with her nervous 
tmplaint, She was conſiderably diſtreſſed, after the had 
had a miſcarriage. For ſeveral weeks ſhe felt the effects of 
bot being ſufficiently careful after it happened. We had the 
telp of one of the beſt phyficians in Aberdeen. He did 
ery thing in his power to remove the complaint, and was 
ufrumental in the hands of God, of doing ker good. In 
ite midſt of weakneſs and pain, her ſoul was very com- 
fortable. 
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fortable. She rejoiced much in the Lord Jehovah, and wa 
enabled to look death in the face without terror. the m 

In the courſe of the ſpring, 1794; ſhe-was variouſly ex. WW"! 
erciſed. Sometimes ſhe appeared in tolerable health, and Her 1 
good ſpirits. But had many returns of her nervous con. WW": 
plaint. She frequently thought that her aMiQion way ler c 
unto death, and greatly wiſhed to reſt near her dear little 0 
boy, if the Lord ſhould call her to himſelf. This led ber ok 


to wiſh, that the conference would allow us to comply. poſſd 
with the deſire of Aberdeen friends, and ſtay a third year Th 
among them. She was very poorly in June, but-urged PP” 


me to go to the conference, as I had ſome affairs to ſettle in 
England, and was appointed the delegate for the different 
Circuits. in Scotland. Mr. Mather warmly oppoſed ny 
ſtaying a third year, in the meeting of the delegates. He The L 
complained it was a bad precedent, and might be attend- 
ed with injury to the connexion, if fuch meaſures were 
countenanced, Yet this good man had come to Brill 
from his third year of travelling in Hull circuit, and is 
now on his third year in Mancheſter, When I inforted 
the delegates of the ſtate of my wife's health, moſt of them 
heartily conſented fer me to go a third year to Aberdeen, 
While I was in Briſtol, my wife wrote to me as ſoilows: 
*F rejoice and ain thankful to the Lord for all his mercies, 
Ipray that they may be ſancliſied tous bothto alleternity. My 
health is much reſtored. My ſtrength and ſpirits have 
greatly returned. I am almoſt a wonder to myſelf. The 
Lord hath not forſaken us in the darkeſt hour, If we live 
to him, he will ſet our feet upon the rock of ages, anal 
bring us to enjoy peace and liberty for his name's ſake.— 11 
I feel nothing but good - will to all mankind. I am en b-W,” * 
led to pray daily for the happineſs and ſalvation of all. I am 
a great debtor—the Lord has forgiven me much; ought 
not therefore to forgive my ſellow- creatures? Yes, | dc 
freely from my beart, and pray that they may be reſtored 
Stay the time of thy appointment in Briſtol, and be bapp) 
Come the beſt way that offers, not thinking of us, we n 
wait patiently the appointed time.“ FM, 
Her complaints frequently returned, and were generally 
attended with a great depreſſion of ſpirit. A ſecond mil n 
carriage ſhe was called to endure, ſoon after my recur ie)" 
from the conference. She had been a good deal bett. 


before it happened, and was hoping that the Lord would" b, 
graciouſ 


ues ar 
tnive n 
cannot 


1—— — a 


(4043 


ciouſly reſtore her to her wonted ſtate of health. But in 
A midſt of her trouble ſhe thought death was at hand, 
ind frequently mentioned her apprehenſions on that head. 
Her mind was particularly happy. She rejoiced in hope 
ofthe glory of God. When it pleaſed the Lord to remove 
ter complaints in a meaſure, and gave her health to go 
W through the duties of the family, ſhe was thankful, and 
wok a ſingular pleaſure in making us as comfortable as 


ble. "Th 

rde Briſtol diſpute occaſioned war through the con- 
exion, She never checked me in the letters which I wrote. 
a the occaſion, but helped me to the utmoſt of her power. 

We were particularly adviſed to remove to England at 
de conference in July, 1795, on account of her health. —- 
The Doctor thought that a change of air would be ſervice- 
alle, and might be attended with Man advantages. She 
bf herſelf entirely in the hands of the Lord, determining 
p caſt all her care upon him, knowing that he cared for 
ber. . 
Az I was appointed delegate for the North of Scotland, 
was neceſſary to go earlier to Mancheſter, than I ſhould: 
ave gone, had I been differently fituated. We heard of 
de many threatenings Mr. Mather made uſe of, on account 
f the letter J had circulated, ſigned Martin Luther. 
rom other quarters we had many ſevere epiſtles. But 
pane of theſe things moved us. We were enabled to look 
trough all to Gd. 
When I was on my way to the conference, my wife 
te as follows: —“ I hope the Lord will give ſtrength 
nd journey ing mercies, and make thy way proſperous.— 


Ab- Lord does hear our united prayers, and will ſafer no- 
| ano s to befal us but what is for our good, and his glory, 
rht | Fhen [ am ready to be caſt down on account of thy fa- 
do les and exerciſes, the promiſes. of an unchangeable God 


ve my ſpirit, and make me aſhamed of my weakneſs. 
cannot, | dare not doubt his faithſulneſs. O Lord! help 
o be as clay in thy hands, and to leave my bur- 
in at thy ſeet ! 101 bi | 2 

Jam this day witneſs, he is ever nigh to them that 
| upon him in truth. He might juſtly have been deaf to 
i prayers of ſuch a poor, faithleſs, unworthy creature as, 
m yet ſo tender and eompaſſonate has the friend of 
Mts been, that he has not only ſapported, but abundant- 


ly 
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ly comforted in thy abſence. F am enabled thi diy BY bit 


| caſt my burden onthe Lord, with: all my cares and fear, - pi 
| My health and ſtrength increaſes. For this bleflng B defre ; 
| to be thankful, and in the firength of the Bord to pe nels « 


| him. The name of Jefus is precious to my ſoul. u 1 MW {iv 
1 love to me and mine 1 great d. Wks car's | 
1 to this moment as in the hollow of his hand, from hen 
| | thouſand ills that croud around us: by night and by day, ſoul] 
| After thou hadſt left Aberdeen, many of the friends | 
came to ſee us. They were very much affected. Soma. in a7 
[| | ing and weeping for the loſs of their miniſter; They wen healt! 
þ to me like Job's friends; yet I found a fecret pleaſure i 
| mingling my tears with their's. Very many of the peo ain pe 
| Je they have received more real good/ts — ue * 
„ in thy laſt year's miniſtry, than in both the furmer. M loc t 
i the Lord he as a wall of fire round about thee, and eau be 2 b 
thy path to ſhine more and more to the | » "i and th 
iz increaſe thy uſefulneſs in his churck continually ! wiſdo 
„It has been a trying circumitance to me to be ſo far (oli 45s | 
parated the two laſt years on thy bivth-day. I ſhould har de Lc 
|| thought myſelf happy to have mingled my praiſes: witli ee, 
l thine. Yet I rejoice and praiſe the Lord for fparing tende 
| till now. Ifee myſelf unworthy of this favour, wp othef rer u 
[ blefimgs, which I cannot number. O may the Lord a 54710: 
| to the days of thy life many happy years} May thy pe nemb: 
and uſefulneſs be like a river, and thy righteouſneſs li er ti 
the waves of the fea! That at laſt, when thy head une vat 
5 filvered over with a goed old age; thou mayeſt ſay: wii bg 
4 the great apoſtle, I have fought à good fight, I H 
I finiſhed my courſe, I have kept che faut, henceforth then lte u. 
| is laid up for me a crown of righteouſnefs, &c.” ground, 
| The following extract is from a letter ['received from By f 
ö in Mancheſter.—< Ever fiace thou left us, I have had fo of 
| gracious viſits from the Holy Spirit, when. I have been ice 
ſecret, engaged with the Lord in thy behalt, thet my ſo r be 
| has been loft in wonder, love, and praiſe. ' I have be ag 
| ready to cry out, Lord, what am I, or what is my fathe 
| houſe, that thou ſhouldeſt thus bleſs me? Thou can'k 
| tell how good the Lord has been to me, and is at this n 
j ment. My fears have been diſpelled like the moral 
| clouds. 7 1 
«© When I read thy letter, I flainly perceived, that | 
hearts of men, are in the bands\of the Lord, to be tur 
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vhitherſoever he will. He can cauſe the wrath of man te 

ie him. Glory be to his great name for ever! For my 
py | ; oodneſs and loving kind- 
en part | ſtand aſtoniſhed at the goodneſs an ing kind 
eſs of God to us. He is better to us than our fears. His 
avour is better than life. If ever I gave myſelf and my 
il into his hands, it has been at this period, | 
« When reflect on the ways of providence, I feel my 
Cl humbled in the duſt. I ſincerely thank the friends for 
their kindneſs in remembering me at ſuch a diſtance, and 
in appointing- a ſituation that may be favourable to my 
health. My mind was perfectly reconciled to abide in any 
part in Scotland, But ſince providence has led the way, I 
an perfectly free to go. I cannot tell how it is, but I am 
ſore my heart will be ſorro ful at leaving this kingdom. I 
love the ſouls of the people. May ſach men be ſent as will 
be a bleſſing to the circuit! I hope the Lord will give me, 
aid the child ſtrength to N ee the journey, May the 
wiidom of the ſerpent, and the innoceacy of the dove, al- 
ways be found in thee, and in all the ſtandard- bearers of 
the Lord Jeſus! May the bleſſing of Jacob's God be with 
thee, to protect and comfort thee in all thy undertakings ! 
[endeavour to give thee up chearfully to him who watches 
wer us to do us good, aud without whoſe knowledge a 
arrow cannot fall. Accept of my thanks for thy kind tre- 
nembrince of us. It was more than I could have deſired 
ater the labours of the ſabbath. May the Lord of the 
inevard repay thee a thouſand-fold into thy own boſom ! 
hug much to ſee thee, but not with impatience. I only 
wh | could bear a part of all thy toils. I fee myſelf of 
tle worth, No better than a cypher. A cumberer of the 
ground, Lord help me. Adieu.“ 
by the advice of the doctor, ſhe embraced an opportu- 
wy of coming to Shields by fea. The voyage was very 
erviceable, When we reached Alnwick, ſhe was conſide- 
ndly better than ſhe had been in Scotland. The ſituation 
bas agreeable. and every thing appeared to be favourable, 
u regard to her health. For ſeveral weeks ſhe had no 
Rum of her nervous complaint, but was able to purſue 
Rr akurs with thankfulneſs. And when her affliction re- 
med, it was not ſo violent as formerly. | 

Ate I had publiſhed the Progreſs of Liberty, and found 
a doſt of foes raiſed up againſt me, ſhe: exhorted me fre- 
Pally to follow the convictions cf my own mind, and the 

B openings 


( Wh -) 


openings of divine providenee, not in the leaſt fearing the con 
conſequences. She has often profeſſed a willingneſs to live WAN vt! 
in the meaneſt ſituation, rather than I ſhould be afraid of WI 
declaring my mind freely to the preachers, When the Lon. More 
don Bull was reeerved, that required my trial and expulſion | 
at the diflrit meeting, ſhe ſtrengthened my hands in Goa e! 
The abuſive inſulting letters we received from many quar. Wiſh": 
ters, together with the provoking language made ule of by 
feveral in Alnwick circuit, only moved her to be more ear. 
neſt at the throne of graee, and more reſolved to be full 
and for ever the Lord's. When the diſtri meeting vu ri 
ended, and we were continued in the circuit, it ſeemed Hef 0 ib 
conſtant eare, to get her mind prepared for all the events of yell 
providence. When her nervous complaints returned, ſhe 
often found her mind very comfoctable, and rejoiced in rd 
God of her ſalvatien. If her ſpirits were depreſſed, ſhe 
always found relief in the religion of Jeſus. She placed ſub 
death frequently *before her, and bad divine impreffion 
upon her mind, in meditations upon it. 
On the laſt day of April ſhe wrote to me as follows: 
„am a little poorly. The woman in Bond-gate is dead”) '* 
What need to be ready! To have our lamps burning 
and oil in our veſſels, that we may meet death as a wel 
come meſſenger! My heart is fixed, ' truſting in th 
Lord, that he will be to us a father, and direct all og 
future ſteps. Thy happineſs lies near my heart. My chit 
conſolation when thou art abſent is to bear thee on m 
heart before the Lord, that all thy wants may be abut 
dantly ſupplied : that thou _— be ſtrong in the Lon 
and rejoice in the God of thy ſalvation. May the pon 
of the higheſt overſhadow thee by night and by day, 
give thee once more to return to us in ſafety and peace 
When we were engaged in different exerciſes, the 1 
ways found a number of promiſes bearing up her (ply ne 
above fear. She often flood amazed at the confolar ge de! 
which the Redeemer communicated by his word, and 
led to rejoice in thoſe things which otherwiſe would ha 
been too ſtrong for her. She went round part of the e 
cuit with me, and was greatly ſatisfied with the kindnels 
friends. They conſidered her as placed in a trying ſt 
tion, and encouraged her to hope in the Lord for the f. 
port of his Spirit. "Many of the friends rejoiced to 


her ſupported above fear, And to hear her declare 
TE confide 
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confidence in the Lord, reſpeAing the trials which we 
vere called to paſs through. When I left Alnwick to go 
the conference, ſhe. accompanied me to the extremity 
of the circuit, and had, the misfortune to be thrown from 
% horſe, which confined her in the houſe ſor. ſeveral 
weeks, I was obliged 0 proſecure my journey towards 
london, while he was a priſoner, expoſed to a number of 
flections. 4248 
705 my way to the conference, ſhe wrote to me as fol- 
bws:—** Under the protection of a good and gracious 
wovidence, I and my dear Sally got ſafe home laſt night 
O that the Lord would enable me at all times to conduct. | 7 
ſelf in ſuch a way and manner, that none may have 
wſe to reproach religion on my account! I hope the 
and will enable me in ſome meaſure to bear up thy hands 
by faith and prayer. At preſent I find my mind willing 
ſubmit to the loweſt ſtation in life, if I may be of any 
mice to thee, or in any meaſure help to ſmooth its rup- 
ul path, Ihe Lord he is God, we will rejoice _ 
ad in him. May the God of peace bleſs thee, and make 

by way plain!“ 


* 


When I was in London, ſhe wrote as follows: 2 My 


aing irits were a good deal revived and comforted, when [ 1 
ede friendly and kind treatment chou haſt met with 14 
i a <iffecent perſons in thy journey. I hope the Lord | 


Il reward them double for every kindneſs they have Wi 


ered thee, I have no doubt that friends will be raiſed | 


* pas thy wants require, and thy mind kept above the 11 
1 rot man. And ſhould thou be ſorſaken of all, the "BY 
po will be the ſtrength of thy heart, and thy portion : 

| Ir ever, | 
* Ham ſtill a priſoner in the houſe. My foot continues 6 

* | fnd myſelf very weary with fitting ſo long, and | 

er \pi mind ſometimes a little low. I hope the Lord will 


e me in patience to poſſeſs my ſonl, and wait. the time | 
fen trength will be given. If I could bear more. of 1 
[ vutthen for thee than I do, my heart would rejoice, 1 
amine, None under heaven can be more willing to 1 
p, though many are more able. May the Lord bleſs, 1 
lend thze help from heaven !” = 2 | 

When he heard of my expulizon, and the triumph of a 
aviduals on account of the printed falſehoods cir- 
Kon the day I was expelled, ſhe wrote to me as 


B 2 follows ; 
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( O26 ) | 
follows :—*© Language fails to tell thee of the diſtreſſi 
time we have had to paſs through. When the printed 15 


ter came, the ſhouts of victory were heard through tie 
had many friends uniting tg 
comfort me: others, that before appeared friendly, ven 
rejoicing at what they ſuppoſed to be our downfal, | In the 

of theſe deep waters, the Lord has kept me fron! 


ſtreets by our oppoſers. 


midſt 
ſinking. His blefled word has been my ſupport and oy 
ſtay.” I will hope that theſe dark clouds will paſs ayay 
and the dawn of better days will appear. | 

Do not, my dear, be unhappy about us, I am wil: 
ling to go any where. As ſoon as we can find a ſuitably 
place, a little room or two, with peace, will make m 
happy. May the Lord be ever preſent with thee, ani 
lead thee into the paths of truth and peace; and delive 
thee out of the hands of thy formidable enemies, for the 
are many! I recommend thee to his gracious proteQior 
for he careth for thee.“ 15 

On the 4th of Auguſt ſhe wrote to a worthy friend 
follows :—<-1 have the moſt grateful ſenſe of your kind 
neſs, and the kindneſs of your family, as manifeſted her 
tofore to me and mine. | ſhould think myſelf pre: 
wanting in my duty, were I not. to return you my fince 
thanks for your kindneſs, in inviting me and my de 
child to your hoſpitable home. I have the repel ſenſe 
your goodneſs to us in, this moſt trying ſeaſon. Ih 
been ———— with eſouds and darkneſs for a ſeaſon, 
But defire to praiſe the Lord for his goodneſs, in ſuppd 
ing me far beyond my expectation. Truly he has bf 
better to me than my fears. My mind is à little relier 
aud Jam hoping with humble 'ſubmiffion to the dn 
will, to fee better days. There is but one thing Iam 
— careful for, that is, the mjury my dear huſban 
ikely to ſuſtain in his character, unleſs he will be 
in a good meaſure to wipe of the various flanders 
enemies have laid upon him. I hope I can be happy 
any fituation the providence of God may point out 
vs. The ſmile of heaven will bring peace into the m 
eſt cottage.” 4 
As I had to ſtay in Nottingham to print my accou 

of the trial, it prevented me from going to Sunder 
rill the latter a. of Anguſt. She wrote ſeveral time 
fore we met, and encouraged me not to fear. The G 


Jacob being on our fide, we had a right to expect? 
complil 


com 
he u 
ferer 
not 2 
of all 
bel 
her 11 
ſation 
nd fr 
ber m 
I'g th 
Lee 
amily 
for the 
ber gre 
reel y, 
te thin 
0 Halo 
e ble: 
r of fi 
fnend 
de to 
ing] 
uch leſ: 
bur hea: 
IN I {+ 
ud, ſer 
trials 
wellerz. 
ned! 
th ſhout 
gene 
e blaſts 
i inte 
Wk will 
ak, ak, 
10 Wh en 
ls plac, 
It is ſo . 
Fouth, by 
Þ the fore 


t 37 


conpliſhment of his promiſes; and ſhe was fully perſuaded, 
e would richly provide for us in every place. The con: 
erence turning me out, without giving us any. help, did 
t affect her. She was conſcious, the God of che ſpirits 
Kall feſh, would amply ſupply our wants by Chriſt Jeſus, 
Whey we met in Sunderland, ſhe was very comfortable in 
ber mind, and ſeemed to be quite ſatisfied with the diſpen- 
tions of providence. She ſpent a few days with her mother 
ad friends at Pickering, in our way to Leeds. She found 
der mind happy, in having another opportunity of meet- 
ug them again in the land of the living. When we were 
i Leeds, the Lord greatly bleſſed her in the hofpitable 
nily where our lot was caſt, She found a thankful heart 
ur the mercies conferred upon us in that place, It gave 
kr great ſatisfaction to have an opportunity of converſin 

rely, with ſeveral perſons who had a bleſſed experience * 


Salford, ſhe found her heart exceedingly comforted in 
je bleſſings of the goſpel, and in the kindneſs, of a num- 


fiend whom ſhe exceedingly reſpected, but was never 
ile to finiſh it. In that letter ſhe ſays, © I would not 


uch leſs my friend. When | conſider the paternal care of 


nk 1 ſee my dear friend hid as, under the hollow of bis 
ud, ſcreened from a thouſand ills that ſwarm around. 


wellers, May you ever come out of the furnace as gold 
ned! He will be with you in it, and bring you through 
kd outs of victory. And when this tranſcient fluctua- 
picene of life is ended, you will be tranſplanted where no 
Ke blaſts ſhall enter, and pain and ſickneſs be for ever 
whed, O wy dear friend ! what have you or I to fear, 
ur intereſt de in the Malter of the ſtorm ? Our little 
kk vill glide ſafely through life's tempeſtuous ſea, and, 
il, anchor ſafe in the defired haven. 
When! begun this letter, 1 had no idea of cloſing is 
lus place, I think we are like birds of paſſage, our 
Jts ſo rapid, and pointing towerds the mild regions of 
bub, before the keen north wind has its commiſſion to 
de foreſts of their verdure, or the magazines of ſnow 
| | B 3 ud 


le things which made for their peace. When we removed 
of friends. While ſhe was there, ſhe begun a letter to 


lüngly give a moment's pain to an indifferent perſon, - 


ur heavenly father toward you, I am truly thankful. 1 


trials of faith and patience await you, and all Zion's 
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in the left fide of her head, accompanined with fickne 


( 18 ) 
and froſt be iſſued forth, to make deſolate the face of n 


ture, 
After an abſence of fix years (in Pickering) I fough 


out many of my acquaintance. Some ] found, and ol. l 
were laid in the filent grave, cut off in the midſt of the 00 
dars ; while Il, an unfruitful branch, am ſpared in mere: e 
I hear a voice ſaying, © Give me thy heart :” be je, t 
to meet thy friends in a better world above, where v th 
and parting ſhall be no more. O my dear friend; wha | . 
it keeps me back from a fuller enjoyment of God? 7; 1 
language of my heart is, Lord, I would be thine, in thi m. 
own way, only give me thy love, and enable me to git Ne 
thee my whole heart. I ſee every thing around me 2s ut pl: 
ſtable as water, I know myſelf a ſtranger and pjlerin ful 
that hath no certain dwelling- place. I am travelling wt Lo 
grave, as faſt as time can carry me: and, after all, |; the 
conicious my affections are not crucified, to the world, hor 
they o1ght to be. I do not bring that glory to God th leſs 
I might do. O that the Lord would pardon my fins It i 
omiſton, for they are many! I wiſh to do al} with a fin by t 
eye to the glory of God, and conduct myſelf with grea ene 

 fanpliciry of heart before him. am here in the mill 1 
the methodiſtical war. Yet, I bleſs God, I am enable to n 
to fit calm on tumult's wheel, Mr. M-—r is railing of th 


his forces to prevent my huſband's preaching, not ony nion 
their own chapels, but in the Diffenters. All he can reviy 
avails little. The greateſt want I feel is, to keep my mii hie. 
tumble and free from prejudice ; more conformity to in thi 


divine will; more deadneſs to the world; and, a wat eee ca 
ful and praying ſpirit. I feel poor in the midit of WF hope 
richeſt offers of the goſpel. May our mutual prayers realy * ran; 
t he compaſſionate ear of the Lord Jeſus, that he may! On! t 
ſtroy every unholy plant, and reign in our hearts with been v 
a rival. May the Lord bleſs you with health, that you 2 'ull 
enjoy the bleſſings of his providencey bat, if a deli There 
frame be your lot, the Lord will even bleſs this unto » a lefſe; 
May you ever have to ſay, * Good is the will of 'F 
Lord.” 8 My ha 
She felt a good deal of pain in her head after we be 
been a few days in Mancheſter. This was a complaint but in t 
had never been troubled with in her former afflictions. I huch (: 
day I went to Cheſter, ſhe was ſeized with 4 violent _ I 
» 07 2 


> —— — 
— — 


1 
her lomach. The laſt letter I received from her, was in 
Liverpe0l, dated 16th November, 1796. The ſollou ing 
is an extract from it: have juſt received thy kind let- 
ter, Be allured it is a great trial that I cannot comply 
with thy kind requeſt, and that of the friends. It has been, 
erer will be the pleaſure of my life, in the ſmalleſt degree, 
to add to thy happineſs. Bat the Lord has laid his afflic- 
ting hand upon me, therefore, I moſt gladly ſubmit. 1 
have not experienced fuch pain and ſickneſs for many years, 
| bleſs God for this chaſtiſement; he hath in jadgment re- 
membered mercy, and given a bleſſing to the means made JF" 
nie of, am much relieved, but far from being fit for any 5 
place but my room. Don't be unhappy, but be very thankx- 
ful, I want for nothing. Go on in the ftrergth-of the ih! 
Lord, in the face of thine adverſaries. - Fear not. Do al! 
the good thou canſt while it is called to- day. Don't come | 
home a day before the appointed time, on my account, un- i 
eſs quite convenient. Take all neceſſary care of thy kealth, | 

| 


It is a valuable bleſſing. May the Lord direct thy Reps, 
by the light of his Spirit, and ſupport thy mind in every 
emergency.“ eis 
Ihe follow ing is an extract from a letter ſne had begun it 
to me, but never could finiſſ.—“ It is one great privilege 


[op of the children of God, that they can hold a ſweet commu. 1 
on]y nion together in ſpirit, when abſent in body. It is a heart | p 
can reviving thought, when I conſider, the time is haſtening in | 
y mi vhich we mall enjoy unbounded, happineſs, in being united | f 
e in the cloſeſt ſpiritual union with our gracious Lord, and | ö 
watt dee each other's face to all eternity. My ſoul rejoices in } 


of hope of that day, when without any interruption we ſhall 

rs rei © range the fields of light, and climb the mount of joy.” 
may On! that thy ſoul may be filled with love, as thy life has 
win been with labours! Then late, very late, may thou receive || 
you M * full reward, and «© enter into the joy of thy Lord.” 

deliq t Tbere, though lower far my place, I hope to meet, and as 

nto « leſſer ſtar, glorify our common Lord. | 

U of To be happy, is a deſirable ſtate, and that every man 


my have if he pleaſes, He that is not content in any ſtate, 


r we vill be content in no ſtate; for the fault is not in the thing, 
plaint but in the mind. I wiſh to wear a thread- bare coat with as 
much ſatisfaction, as if it were freſh and made of the fineft 


vool. I never heard of an imperial crown that cured the head- 
«h,ora golden flipper the gout. Iiſh never to be troubled 
for 


for what I have not, but to rejoice for what I have. 41 


want of outward ſelicity. | | 
« If what I have written be acceptable to thee, my heart 
ſhall rejoice.” y 1 F 

When I returned from Liverpool, ſhe was exceeding!y 
diſtreſſed with pain and fickneſs. All the help we could 
procure from the {kill of the phy lician, and the power of 
medicine, could not afford her relief. I often left her for 
a few days to preach in different places. But when I ye. 
turned from Shefield, on the 17th of January, 1797, ſhe 
defired 1 would not leave her again, unleſs it were for a few 
hours. : 


every thing in their power to help. They' rejoiced to 
' adminiſter any thing they could impart, to be of ſervice u 
' her. They were exceedingly defirous. that ſhe: might 
recover, and uſed all their influence to remove her com- 
plaints, or to leſſen her troubles. But all thear efforts, united 
is thoſe of the phyſician, were ineffectual. | 
We removed to Red-Hall on the 18th, where every 
kindneſs was ſhewn that our friends there could adminiſter ; 
and on the 22d, to Aſhton, We were kindly entertained at 
the houſe of a friend, for two nights, but when we could pro- 


Heginbottom's, where we continued till. ſhe was-no mare, - 

Freſh means were uſed by a very reſpectable apothecary, 
but though he varied his application, and did every thing 
in his power to remove her complaints, yet the diſorder was 
too deeply rooted, to be removed by human power. The 
violent pain continued in her head till the laſt. And her 
ſtomach was fo very much diſordered, that it would digeſt 
nothing. The laſt tive weeks of her life, ſne appeared to 
live almoſt by miracle. Every perſon that ſaw her was 
amazed how ſhe could continue, when the received 1:0 kind 
of food, A few days before her death, fhe was ſeized with 
a fever, which affected her mind. She was a little deranged, 
But her converſation was only childiſh. Ske never exprelied 
any thing in that period, that was in the leait offenhve. 
The three laſt days of her life, ſhe had a ſore conflict with 
pain and death. She appeared ſenſible, but could not 


| breathe ſo hard, but gradually declined, till ſhe genr' 
| rn 


inward peace of mind does more than compenſate for the 


While we were in Salford, Mr. | and Mrs, 8 did | 


ceed no farther towards Leeds, we removed to Mr. Wm, | 


ſpeak. About half an hour before ſis died, ſhe did not 


| (he 


plided out of life, without a ſigh, about half paſt eight 
clock in the morning, on the 23d of February, in the 41ſt 
year of her age. 5 lr oe . 

Before ſne. was ſeized with this affliction, ſhe found her 
ful exceedingly happy. She wondered at the kindneis 
and mercy of God vouchſafed in Chriſt Jeſus. She ſpoke to 
me of the great joy (he felt in her mind, and was led to ſup- 
poſe, ſome ſevere trial was at hand. Her mind was greatly 
blefſed in the Redeemer through the whole of her affliction. 
She ſoon was perſuaded that her departure was at hand, and 
ſpoke to m2 of her little affairs, that ſhe might have nothing 


to do but to meet the Lord Jeſus, whenever her ſoul ſhould _. 


be required. She bore up beneath her extreme pain with 
great patiznce, and never murmured at the diſpenſations of 


providence to her. She often encouraged me to truſt in the 


Lord, and fear the face of no evil. To ſacrifice every 
thing rather than ſtain my conſcience. with guiit.  What- 
ever trials I might meet with, ſhe was aſſured the Lord 


would help me to bear them to his glory, and my own ad- | 


vactage, She exhorted me to continue my efforts to pro- 
mote the welfare of the connexion, by ſeeking a redreſs of 
the grievances which have crept among us, 1 the copſe- 
quences be what they might. Whenever there was any 
apyearance of her troubles Seing removed, ſhe ſtill thoug ut 
tney would continue, till ſhe had done with the things that 
are ſeen. 

She often was greatly afraid, left ſhe ſhould give way 
to murmuring or repining in her trouble. She frequentiy 
atreatred the Lord to proportion her ſtrength according to 
her day. She begged for us to plead with God, that ſhe 
night poſſeſs her foul in patience contigually. She fre- 
quently ted me what ſhe ſhould do, and begged 1 would 
repeat ſome promiſes from the ſe iptutes, ſuitable to her 
late, as her memory was much impared. It appeared her 
mind was a good deal refreſhed by them. She was led 
to hope that the Lord would never leave or forſake her.— 
About three weeks before her departure, ſie thought 
ceath was at hand, and longed to be diſſolved, to be with 
Chit, When ſhe could hardiy ſpeak, ſhe faid, how fain 
would | have 

« Clap's my glad wings, and ſor'd away, 
And mingled with the blaze of day.” 


She 


G 


She thought ſhe was juſt entering inte the ; 
Lord, when the young woman that Fax up walls, N 
her by the hand, and as ſhe imagined, pre vonted den K 
She ſpoke a good deal on. ſpiritual things to ſeveral tha 
were with her, and afterwards told me how happy her fu 
was, While ſhe was ſpeak iug to them. 1 
When the diſorder deprived. her of her reaſon, ſhe was 


quite childiſh. Her mind was much taken up with tought. 


blefia 
in Me 
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Way. 


of being with her mother and friends, She wanted 3 ity 
number of things, as perſons. generally do that are in ſuch WW”! n 
a ſtate, Yet, even then, ſhe was glad when we prayed: under! 
with her, and, and never ſaid any. thing: contrary to the the lol 
rehgion of Jeſas, I ſpoke a good deal te her on the Sun. thouſa 
day morning before the died. Her mind was comfort. l. 
able, and ſhe. was ſtill deſirous of being relenſod from the Wi" 
miſeries of life. The pain continued very intenſe till the Gur 
Thurſday. morning, when ſhe was gloriouſly releaſed from mortal, 
all her ſufferings. She appeared ſenſible when ſhe eould not by Mr 
ſpeak, and knew when we prayed with her: ſhe continues ek 
D wpnery as though all her ſoul was engaged above ec) 
till ſhe breathed her laſt. - She lived and died in the faith Nn 
of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt. $4445; | Ibraine 
The evening after her death, I preached, with many No plac 
tears, to a number of attentive hearers, according to 2 ble tac 
former appointment. On Saturday evening 1-ſpoke again, h 
not far from Aſhton. On Sunday morning, from the kouid | 
paſſage: at the head of the firft ſermon annexed to this ac- e toc 
gount. About twelve o'clock a. vaſt number of friends Wi tay. 
met together, from Mancheiter, . Rochdaie, Middleton, er by x 
Oldham, Redhalt, Moſley, and all the places near, to at- Wil.» 
tend the funeral. About one o'clock, upwards of 1000 we 
perſons joined in ſingiug her remains to the church. As .“ 
ſoon as the ceremony was ended, we went te the chapel, kk 
But there was ſuch a crona of people, that we could not It, 8 
get into it for a ſeaſon. I firſt attempted to ſtand on a . 
nch near the door, that the people might hear in the . 
yard and in the houſe; but | was obliged to go into the Bi" 
pulpit at laſt, and the houſe was wedged with hearers, a3 2 
1 never ſaw a place before. Many however could not Dale 
hear. They were obliged to go away. Both in the * 
morning and at that hour, we mingled our tears and our 4D 
worſhip before God. Ihe prayers of the people, and their ' 8 
. blei 
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blefias »ttended us all the day. That evening 1 preached 
in Molley to a large congregation. We felt the ſoftening 
wer of divine grace, and mutually rejoiced in the God 
*f our ſalvation. Upwards of a hundred friends from Aſh- 
on accompanied us thither, and returned to their families, 


inging the praiſes of God, as they journeyed by the 


- the ſolemneſt day ef my life. My tears were 
ny meat, in the ſenſe David wiſhed that paſſage to be 
\oderftood. The mercy of God, the kindneſs of friends, 
dle loſs of my dear partner, my own unworthineſs, and a 
thouſand other things, melted me into tenderneſs before 
il. Yet the Lord helped me to ſpeak three times to the 
tape. To his name be glory and praiſe for ever. 
Our ſituation was providential. Every kindneſs that 
mortils could ſhow, had been manifeſted to us in Salford, 
br Mr. and Mrs. Heamer, and a few of the friends. 
We had all the help that a reſpectable phyſician and * 
thecary could ad miuiſter. The lacter exerted himfelf be- 
ond meaſure to he of ſervice, When no relief could be 
bined there, it ſeemed neceſſary to try a more open air. 
No place under heaven could have been found more agree- 
ble than Aſhton. Mr. W. Heginbottom and his dear part- 
er, opened their door to receive us, whether the afflicted 
bould live or die. And the fix weeks we were with them, 
hey took a ſingular pleaſure in waiting on us by night and 
day. When the friends would not allow me to attend 
er by night as well as by day, any longer, for fear of 
during my own health (as I preached ſeven or eight times 
the week, beſides walking ſeveral miles) upwards of 
ty women offered to fit up with her. The laſt three 
deb the lived, two of the friends came generally every 
loht, and were unwearied in attending upon her. They 
emed auxious to be of fervice to us, in our diſtreſs. And 
len id pleaſed God to releaſe her, it is impoſſible to def- 
— wiilngneſs of the friends to help in every re- 
take this opportunity of returning them my ſincere 
cs. Their kindneſs is engraven on my heart in inde- 
Pe craters, It can never be eraſed. May the living 
Wreward them and the Mancheſter, &c. friends a thouſand 
Un their own boſom, for the good they conferred on 
May he bleſs them in their body and foul; in their 
family 
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Firſt, Several of the preachers imagined that my dear wif 
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family and children; in their baſket and ſtore; in thi 


going out and coming in; in their buſineſs, and in their 
religloas connexions; in the church, and in the world; ig 
time, and through the ages of eternity! And, may he per 
mit us all, at lait, to meet around his throne, where ve hal 
have to adore the triune Jehovah, world without end. 

1 Gall finiſh this ſhort account with two obſervation, 


was not formerly 19 poorly as ſhe often appeared to be. 
have already obſerved, Mr. Mather oppoſed my ne Wy 
three years in Aberdeen, though he had been three years 
Hall himſelf, but could not accompliſh his defire, In 
laſt conference, he jearingly obſerved, when they were 
tempting to jultify long removes, If my wife had get at r 
much good as I profeſied in Alawick, this was ſuffcient H b. 


ſhow, that in ſome caſes, long removes were neceſſary,” key 
readily acknowledged it; but {till maintained, that a vii kt 
number of the removes were unneceſlary. It pleaſed ound 
to ſuifer my dear wife to ſicken and die in Mr. Mather reir 
preſence, (as it were) to convince him, and all that are re 
the ſame fevlings, that neither of us were hypocrites, elped 
complaining formerly of her trouble. my 

Secondly, Some have been ſo cryel as to aſſert, that Abou 
afſliction and death were occaſioned by the meaſures I H t a 
purſued, in oppoling the preachers. But nothing can bored 


more falſe than this aſſertion. I can appeal to the friend my 
Alnwick circuit, and in every place where we have be theſe 
ſince the conference, whether ſhe ever gave a ſingle hint 
being diſſatisſied with my conduct, or the conſequences ite, 1 
it? The friends in Leeds and in Mancheſter can bear iſh; 
mony, that an inſinuation of this nature, is extre [ ha 
unchriſtian. Her letters to me prove the contrary, Wlfndre, 
emonſtration, ä be lead 
But had ſhe died of a broken heart, (which is utter that 
coatrary to truth) was it my conduct, or the conduct io nake 


cruelty of the conference that led to this? Setting elde. ho wil 
perſecution | met with before the conference, my explore, 
and being publiſaed through the nation as the vileſt 0! le print 
vile, the manner of my being expelled might Have ay, to 
a heart leſs ſuſceptible of feeling than her's. After Ie pro 
ſerved the connexion twelve years, and the preacuers neren 
attempted to charge me with any thing immoral, yet iterent 
turnedime out, without allowing me a ſingle CarthinWcceiveg 
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| jeff with. They only gave. me back what I had 
— abe to the preachers fund, without any intereſt. My 


e had not received a farthing for quarterage for eight 
or 


per Mears, thooyh wany preachers” wives, ke have two 
re times ber income, receive theft Ne regularly, 
184 though they nad not a ſhilling in the wo! d. By not 
tion ing her quarterage, ſhe ſaved the connexion ninety. fix 
end, beſides what the ſaved in frugality and good 
gement. And yet they turned her out of houſe and 
atbour, without allowing her one ſhilling, either to remove 
om Alnwick, or begin houſe-keeping with In any place. 
be firlt quarter after we went to Mancheſter, Mr. Rather- 
"rd wanted to make it an article m a leader's* meetin 
at no perfon ſhould have a ticket who circulate! or yea 
2 heard me preach, or gave me any 1 
key have even grudged the kindneſs of friends, dettarin 
i letters, and in converſation, that I'had received ſo man 
wunds at ſuch or ſuch a place, when in reality I had not 
ceived a halfpenny, or nothing in compariſon of what they 
ſeed. The friends know my ſituation, and have Kindly 
lped me. Their conduq; toward me has in part compen- 
ed for the cruelty of the conference, in turning me out 
rithout a halfpenny. The preachers have alſo publiſhed 
hat a vaſt of money I ſhall get by the Monitor, and endea- 
ered to inſinuate that this is the object I have in view in 
| my proceedings. Now I appeal to every candid reader, 
(theſe things together were not enough to break a heart of 
lone? But ſo far from the ir having this effect on my dear 
ife, ſhe bore them as part of her croſs, and chearfully ſub- 
dited to the will of God. 5 
[ ſhall juſt add in concluding, if I were to get ſeveral 
nadred pounds by printing and the help of friends, ſurely 
le leading men of the conference would not unchriſtian me 
ir that, when they have done every thing in their power 
dmake me poor enough ? But I here offer to any perſon 
Ito will advance me fifty pounds, to turn over to him the 
lonitor, and he ſhall have all the accounts regularly from 
e printer, and I promiſe to provide materials as good as I 
a, to make up the number eighteen, according to what T 
we propoſed, And I alſo offer, if called upon at the next 
ference, to ſhew what I have received from the friends in 
erent places, and what I have diſburſed. And if I have 
eived more than I ſhall then have expended, I offer to 
C diſpoſe 
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diſpoſe of that money, as a committee of the friends fi 
appoint. | 151 he 
I moſt ſincerely pray that God would mercifully las 
from heaven on the whole connexion, and fave it from every 
thing that threatens. its ruin! May he bring about fac 
change among us, that every thing may be fixed on a ſoli 
and firm foundation; that no deſigning men may have Powe 
to lord it over the conſciences of their brethren! May 
cauſe unity, peace, and concord, to return on goſpel ten 
that the connexion may be one for ever! And may he gn 
ciouſly forgive thoſe wo have injured me in any reſped 
that they may have nothing to anſwer for on account of wh; 
they have done to me or mine! And may he bring ys; 
into ſuch a glorious ſtate of goſpel liberty, that we may il 
up our place ip. the church and the world, according 
the direction of his word, and be happy together, war 
without end! Au N. 
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loming of the 26th February, 1797, 
FROM 
2 Samuel]; x11. 21, 22, 23. 


n faid his Servants unto him, What Thing this that thou haſt done? 
hou dieſt faſt and weep for the Child while it was alive: but when 
de Child was dead, thou didſt riſe and eat Bread. And he ſaid 

ile the Child was yet alive, 1 fafled and wept; for 1 ſaid, Why 
n tell whether God will be gracicus to me, that the Child may live? 
but row he is Cead, wherefore ſhould I faſt? Can I bring him back 
þin? I all goto him, but he ſhall not return to me. 
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ADVERTISEMENT 


HEN I preached the following Dj 
courſes ] had not the leaft Thought 
publiſhing them. But as it is the Defire 
ſe veral reſpectable Friends, that heard them, 
ſee them in Print, for the genera] Good, I hay 
chearfully complied with their Requeſt, hop 
ing the God of Heaven will attend them vit 
his Bleſſing, to all that ſhall read them. 
The leading Ideas are retained. But ay 
never could preach twice exactly in the ſan 


Words, from one text, there is of conſequen tic: 
a little Variation of Expreſſion. It was mr! 
than a Month after they were preached, belq wh 
wrote them. The candid Reader will m ry 
every neceſfary Allgwance for any Thing Wii 
may find in them, which he thinks might "rb 
mended. As 1 always judge for myſelf v 
T read any Man's Works, whatever may g 
his Name or Abilities, fo 1 wiſh every PeriiW* ti 


to uſe his own Judgment, that reads _ 
Thing which I have written, and tofallos ſj. 
no farther than I fallaw Chriſt and 


owned 
Apoſtles. 
* A. KILHA 
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2 SAMUEL, Xii. 21; 22, 23. 


E are informed that David grievouſly finned againſt/ 
the Lord : in an unguarded hour, ſuitable tempta- 
tion was preſented to him. His heart led him to yield to 
de adverſary, He gave place to the devil, and ſinned 
zwainkt the Lord his God : One fin'generally leads to ano- 
ther. He added murder to adultery, with. a deſign to co- 
rer his offence, and by this means. rendered himſelf ex- 
cedingly criminal before all. It appears, that ſor a 
ſeaſon, his heart was not ſufficiently . affected with, hie 
zult. He ſeems to have,gone forward in his Crimes witk- 
oat humbling himſelf before the Lord. | 
At length Nathan the prophet was ſent unto him. By a 
ſuitable parable he led David to paſs ſentence againſt the 
nan that was ſuppoſed-to have taken his neighbour's lamb, 
and ſpared his own flock ; and by this meaſure he condemn- 
ed himſelf, The prophet applied the ſibje@ to his Son- 
ſcience, It was faſtened as a nail in a ſure place. Con- 
ton immediately ſewed his heart. He felt remorſe in 
lis foul on account of the evils he had given place to, and 
orned his guilt before the prophet of t- e living Jehovah. 
No ſooner was he ſufficiently affected with what he had 
ne, than Nathan ſaid unto him, The Lord hath put 
wy thy fin: thou ſhalt not die.” But at the ſame time 
informed the king of Iſrael, that the child he appeared 
paticularly attached to, ſhould ſurely die. Though the 
Lord did not require that David ſhould full a victim'to the 
an, nich required that murder ſhould be avenged in th 
| C 3 death 
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death of him that occafioned it, yet he came near to thi 
great prince, by determining to remove from his army, 1. 
child that was exceedingly dear to him. : 

It appears that David ſuppoſed the threatening was con 
ditional, and that the Lord would not go to the um 
extent of the judgment denounced. We can hardly ſup 
poſe, that he would have purſued the meaſures he did Pur 
ſue, had he been fully perſuaded, that the threatening w; 
abſolute, When the hand of the Lord was ſtretched 6 
in the affliction of the child, he was greatly affected. þ 
humbled himſelf at the foot-flool of the Lord, and re 
ſed to be comforted. He lay all night upon the ground 
and would by no means allow himſelf the ſupport wid 
was neceſlary to preſerve life. The whole family appey 
ed affected with his diflreſs. They ſaw the anguiſh of hi 
heart, and were concerned for his preſervation. _ 

At length it pleaſed God to releaſe the child from all it 
miſeries. His affliction ended in death. It appears-t 
David's ſervants ſuppoſed he would follow the condud « 
thoſe, who are more affected when their children or friend 
die, than they are in the time of their affliction. Th 
were afraid of informing him that the child was dead; 
he ſoon perceived, by their whiſpering together, th 
ſome change had taken place, and therefore afked them, 
the child was dead. When he was aſſured that this v 
the caſe, he immediately altered his conduct: He ard 
from the earth, and waſhed and anointed himſelf—change 
his apparel-—went into the houſe of the Lord and workup 
ped : then he went to his own houſe, and when he requ 
ed, they ſet bread before him, and he did eat.“ 
| He rſt prepared to worſhip in the houſe of God, 
then to bebave in his family as he had formerly done. 
was conſcious it was his 7 thu to acquieſce in the wal 
God; and, that inflead of murmuring, he ought to wor 
and adore, At the fame time he was convinced that be oug 
to receive ſuitable food ſor the ſupport of his own life, a 
to a in the preſence of his family, as he had done, | 
fore the child was afflicted. 15 

It appears, however, that David's conduct was not! 
cording to the maxims of this world, even in chat age. 
His ſervants expected that he would have been more 
treſſed when his child died, than he had been in his ali 
ton, They ſuppoſed he would be inconſolable. Perh! 
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they imagined, he would act more like a man * on in 
the trying hour, than a perſon influenced 

They had no idea that religion would teach him to glorify 
God in the midſt of his troubles, and lead him to act in 
them as a true follower of the Lord his God. In the midfi 
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cool rea 


/ (up of their aitoniſhment they ſaid unto him, What thing is 
1 pur this chat thou haft done? Kc.“ What is the reafon thou 
g v bad not followed the maxims that are eſtabliſhed among 
d ou men? What has ere thee from giving place to the 
. HW grief that thouſands * on ſuch trying occaſions ? 
rev We are utterly at a loſs ta underſtand the matives from 
ound whence this conduct ariſes, and what thou feeleſt different 
which from other men, to lead thee to behave fo contrary to 
ppeariill them ? . F 
\ of And he ſaid unto them, While che child was yet alive, 


vill be gracious to me, that the child may live? But now 
te is dead, wherefore ſhould I faſt ?. Can I bring him back 
again? I ſhall $9 to him ; but he ſhall not return to me.” 
While the child was yet alive, there was a degree of hope 
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Te in David's heart, that he might live. He could not pre- 
d; bail upon himſelf to believe, that the threatening was abſd- 
er, Mee. He was led to ſuppoſe, the Lord would be gracious 
them, I him, in removing his affliction, and reſtoring him to 
his wealth again; but when he was aſſured that the child was 
Te aoed, he was fully convinced he ought to ſeek his life no 
change enger. He argued wiſely with his ſervants upon the ſub- 
vorige. Do you ſuppoſe, that my faſting and prayers will 


e requiiWale the child from the dead? Is it poſſible for me to uſe 
y efforts to bring him back again? I know aſſuredly, 
0d, a8 | ſhall go to him; but he ſhall not return to me. Ina 
Ne. months, or years, I ſhall have done with the things of 
e will i life, and then I ſhall meet my child in the world of 
Worin, to join him in ſinging the anthems of the ſkies. He 
be oug il never return to this wilderneſs, to endure the troubles 
life, 200] are incident to mortality. He has entered into a bet 


lane, Vie Nate, and met with a more delightful ſituation. 


Having made theſe remarks upon the ſubject, as'it refers 


2s not WP David, let us now endeavour to improve it to our own 
at age Wantage. There are two things this text will lead us to 
more dender. Firſt, How we ought to behave when our rela- 
his a and friends are afflicted, Secondly, How we ought 


Perhi have when the Lord removes them from us. The — 
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faſted and wept; for I faid, Who can tell whether God 
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ject is important. It demands our, ſerious attention: ve 


are deeply intereſted in it. If we beſeech the God of ou / 
mercies, to help at this time, he may condeſcend to meet 
with, and bleſs us in his worſhip. May his preſence be 
with us, that our meeting together may be for his glory! t 
I. We are to enquire, How we ought to behave when our . 
relations and friends are afflicted. | v1 
. 1, When the Lord, in his great mercy, gives us relations pl 
and friends that are kind and obliging, we feel our hears m 
cloſely. united to them. We ſincerely love thoſe that an pe 
bone of our bone, and fleſh of our fleſh, Their wants be. of 
come ours. We are ready, on all occaſions, to ſhow ou hi 
regard for them. We ſeek their comfort and welfare con. thi 
tinually. We cheerfully adminiſter to their neceſſities ful 
and take a ſingular pleaſure in adding to their happineh, cel 
If our love to them, ariſe from the love of God, ſhed an. 
abroad in our hearts, by the Holy Ghoſt given to us, it Wh 
will lead us to be kind and affectionate to all that we hays thi: 
to do with in the world. It will lead us more eſpecially i in 
be careful in all things, that we may be of ſervice to tho the 


wo are near to u3 by the ties of nature. 


2. It is our duty to feel much for our felations, whe 4 
they are brought into any kind of trouble or ſarrov. 18 fort 
the afflicting hand of God be upon them, we thowu!d con cur 
fider their frame, and remember. that they are but du out 
We cannot imagine what many endure under the influenc ſeek 
of acute pain. Weariſome nights, and troubleſome day of th 
are, appointed for them. In the M they frequenii neſt! 
with for the light of the morning: and, in the morning tures 
they earneſlly detire the ſhades of the evening, that ban i di 
ſleep may give tt.cm ſome relief. When we ſeriouſly relle obſer 
on their ſtate, it is impoſſible to be unconcerned. If o of a 
little ones are afflicted, and cannot inform us of their troll exper 
bles, it adds to our tenderneſs, while we read in their ig ane 
and tears, as well as in their expreſſive looks, what they e nifer 
dure. And if our friends, 5p et to years of kno other 
ledge in life, are ſo tortured with pain, and ſo reduced BN the ph 
affliction, that they cannot relate to us their miſeries, iſ they : 
are amazingly concerned on their belialf. Ought we ref. 
to pity them in their trouble, and ſhare, if poſlible, in th "1 the 
ſorrows? Were we to be unaffected, would it not be to on thouſa 
reproach? and, were we unkind, would it not be ſiafa wiver 
the fight of God? Ought we not, in ſuch caſes, to be k that h 
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mniverſe would afford, had we neglected our duty to thoſe 
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ly affeRioned to our friends, that their hearts may be cem- 
frted, in the midſt of their trouble? | 

z. [tis our duty to do every thing, in our power, to afliſt 
them in their afflictions. We ought to attend upen them, 
by night and by day, that we may be ready to help in heir 
4 If it be in our power, whatever may bo of ſer - 
rice, either to alleviate their pain, oy to remove their com · 
plaints, we ought to adminiſter it with cheerfulneſs. If a 
man refuſe to help the diſtreſſed in his houſe, to fave ex- 
pence, and preſer laying up treaſure on earth, ta the. health 
of his family, it is hardly poſſible to fad words ta deſcribe 
his wretched eharacter. The afflicted have need of many 
things to comfort them in their ſorrows. But ſhould we re- 
fuſe to part with our ſubſtance, to adminiſter to their ne- 
ceſities, this of itſelf would be a denial of the chriflian faith, 
and prove us to be worſe than Tufidels. On the other hand, 
when a man prefers the welfare of his family to every thing 
this world affords, and cheerfully parts with any thing that 
is neceſſary to help them in diſtreſs, he acta the part which 
the goſpel requires, and makes religion reſpectable to thoſe 
who are around him. 484 

4. It is our duty to ſeek help from others, if our own ef- 
forts fail, Though we are conſcious, were it the will of 
cur Maker, he eould reſtore the afflicted to health; with · 
out the uſe of means, yet this ſhould not prevent us from 
ſeeking help from thoſe that are uſeful to thouſands. Many 
of them are ſecretly led, by an indulgent providence, car- 
neſtly to defire to remove the milſerics of their fellow-crea- 
tures. They ſtudy, night and day, how to help the wretched 
in diſtreſs. From the wiſdom they acquire, by reading and 
obſervation, they are ſuſficiently qualified to aſſiſt in a number 
of caſes. Should we refuſe to employ them, for fear of the 
expence, or from an opinion that our own preſcriptions may 
anſwer better than their's, we may fooliſhly add to the 


miſeries of the afflicted, and haſten their death. 


the phyſician, or the power of medicine can afford, ſhould 
they afterwards languiſh and die, we ſhall have fatis faction 
in reſlecting, that we have ſpared no expence to help them 
in their alfi gion. This reflection alone, will give us a 
thouſand times more pleaſure, than all the riches in the 


hat had a right to demand our help. 
5. The 


On'the | |. 
other hand, if we provide all the help which the {kill of 


G 


5./ The religion of Jeſus does not for bid our eatteſtij de. 
firing the health of the afflicted. We may ſincerely. yig 
that all their miſeries were removed, and that we miph; 
live with them in health for years to come. If theſe defires 
are regulated by the ſcriptures, we ſhall have the-anſyer of 
à good conſcience in them. But ſhould: our 'defires exceed 
the bounds of moderation, and degenerate into anxious ſo; 
licitude, without. any ſubmiſſion to the will of God; this 
will contract. guilt. on our ſpirit, and expoſe us to condem. 
nation. If our anxiety ſhould lead us to mermur and te. 
pine at the diſpenſations of providence, we ſhall diſhonow 
dur Maker, and reproach our religious profeſſion, But if 
our defires are ſanctiſied by the word and ſpirit of God, they 
will: be attended with good to ourſelves, and at the fame 
time be an ornament to our character. | | 
6. When haman help fails, we ought to ſeek; help ſton 
God. In a thouſand inſtances he has anſwered prayer in 
the recovery of thoſe, who were given up by the phyſician. 
His hand has been frretched out to rebuke their complaints; 
and he has renewed their ſtreng ih to the aſtoniſhment of all 
that were around them. The ſervent effectual prayer of 
the righteous availeth much. When we have uſed every 
mean that can be deviſed by man, and find no change takes 
place, We ought to have recourſe to God in prayer. Means 
that are ſuitable can be of no ſervice unleſs he give them 
ſucceſs. The iſſues of life and death are in his hands, 
When we do every thing in our power to be of ſervice to 
the afflicted, and commit our cauſe to God in fervent 
prayer, intreating him to look from heaven in tender mercy 
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face of Jeſus to appear in our behalf. 

In order to help our pray ers, and to add to their feryour, 
we ought to examine what is the cauſe of the afflictions of 
our friends? Many things may appear to ſatisfy our minds 
in this inquiry. But if we examine our hearts attentively, 
it is probable, we ſhall find, that in ſome meaſure, we are 
the cauſe of their trouble. We have given them, it is pro. 
bable, too great a ſhare in our aſſections. We have ſuffered 
them to be the idols of our heart. We have not ated 
toward them as the Lord our God requires, We have en- 
couraged thoſe principles in our children which ought to 
have been nipped in the bud. Perhaps we have refuſed to 


reſtrain them in many things contrary to God, We * 
13 . N N NC 


upon us, he may be gracious, and cauſe his glory in the 
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not behaved towards: them as we ought to have done. If 


ve have reaſon to bleſs God that none of theſe things are 
t chargeable on our conſcience, the Lord may ſuffer afflictions 
n to come, to be of ſervice to the afflicted, and to a]! that are 
f connected with the family. It may be for the trial of our 
fith, and of all our graces. Whom the Lord loves he 


chaitens, and ſcourges every ſon that he receives. He often 
chooſes his people in the furnace, that they may be made 
takers of his holineſs. And when he (anRtifies every 
froke of his rod to our advantage, it is our duty chearfully 
vr to ſubmit. 141 | n 2% 
if 7. That our prayers may he effectual, we ſhould humble 
ey ourſelves particularly before (70d. Though David was po- 
ftively informed that his child ſhould die, yet he ſought 
the Lord in extraordinary means, hoping that he would. be 
eracfous, and {pare his ſon. We ought. to humble our- 
ſelyes exceedingly before God, acknowledging our ſins 
at his foot-ſtool, and ſeeking mercy in Chrilt Jeſus, : We 
ſhould not forget, that while they ſuffer in the midſt of 
trouble, we are ſpared as monuments of divine mercy. 
the Lord had dealt with us according to our ſin, or re- 
marded us according to our iniquity, we ſhould have been 
plunged into the greateſt depths of diſtreſs and miſery. . If 
ur humiliation has a proper effect on our own mind, it 
jill lead us to be exceedingly importunate at the throne of 
ce, Oar petitions ſhould be directed to God for mercy 
id ſalvation, both for ourſelves and the afflicted. If we 
treat the Lord to remove the guilt of paſt offences, and 
v giye peace to the conſciences that are troubled, we have 
ny encouraging promiſes to build our hope upon, in the 
#ordof God. And ſhould we earneltly ſeek from his in- 
Eupent hand, to obtain a new heart, and a right fpirit, 
e have reaſon to believe, he will not withhold them from 
6, When we aſk of God for mercies which he has promiſ- 
[to impart, we ought to believe in hope againſt hope, till 
ey are revealed to our minds. But when we plead for 


s pro- WT"! favours which are not promiſed in the ſcriptures, we 
fered add do it with ſubmiſſion to the divine will. Perhaps 
added e Lord ſees it abundantly beſt for our dear relations to 
ve en- e done with the things that are ſeen, that they may enter 
ght to WP" the joy he has prepared for them. He, may: determine 

ſed to anke them ſooner than us, to their, great reward, If he 


wre taem from the eil to come, our temporary lois 


tions ſeriouſly in our o-wn minds, we ſhall moderate ons 


Lord to remove the bitter cap far from them, we ſha 
_ qualify our prayers by adding, * Not my will, bat 


and deal with us as infinite wiſdom ſhall dirett. 
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( 36 ) 
will be their eternal gain. Should we weiph theſe reflec. our 


mo 
core 
hop 
thy Laz 

will be done,” When we thus aſk the life of a child, of 4 
beloved partaer, or any friend, he will conſider our requet, * 
then 
8. Lattly, David uſed extraordinary means to accomplig b 
his end. He ſeparated himſelf from che family. He u. ier 
fuſed neceflary food. He lay all night on the -groung, WY ©" 


defires for their recovery. After we have intreated the 


He was in an agony till he learned the will of God concerns. bat 
ing kim. Should we imitate his example, it may de at . ſe] 
rien: 


tended with many advantages. If we add faſting to prayer, 
and retiring from company, ſpend whole nights in ſolemn 
humiliation and addreſſes to the throne df grace, we may 
oon perceive the good effects of this upon our dun minds, 
and on the ſouls i pron aMicted. If the Lord were to fefuſt 
anſwering the petitions we preſent before him ſor the life of 
our — while be quickens our ſouls, and comforts 

hearts of the afflicted, we ſhall have abatrdant exuſe 10 | 
thankful. It is hardly poffible to be ſincere in folemn et 
taotdinary humiliation before God, without receiving (pi 
ritual good: And in many caſes, the Lord anſwers thel 
prayers: that ate offeted before him, in regard to oth 
things. We may reſt aſlered, that fach exertions, ſancuſt 
by cke grace of God, will be of ſerviee to us in our way 
eternal life. | 
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II. Let us now conſider how we ought to behave, ub © © 
the Lord removes our relations From us. eng 
1. We ought to acquieſce in the divine will. When .“ 
ſuffers death to march them from us, we ought by no mea it 
to oppoſe his will, Were we to murmur and repine at Me 


providence, and complain of the toſs we have ſuſtained * 72 
unchriſtian reflections, we ſhould: CT _ 16 : 
God, reproach our religious profeſſion, and fin again 75 
own foul. If the Lord — them from the evi to cot . 
ons, 


and we are conſcious that they are admitted into a m 
glorious ſituation, why ſtroald we murmur br repme? E 
we not aired with ſubmiſſion to the divine will, that d 
life might be ſpared, reſerring our cafe fully 10 God, 
would at not be finful now- to chick that che has dealt is 
with us ? It is impoſiible but to feel much on party 


conduct ö 


GK 


gar deareſt ſriends. The God of aac does not forbid our 


nourning on that account. He ad mits of our acting ac- 
4 ding to his bleſſed word in ſuch caſes: To ſorrow with 
be on jeſus Chriſt wept when he was at the tomb where 


al tus was interred. It often happens, that thoſe who 

by 3 of character at the death of their friends, and 

+ den determined never to be comforted. again, ſoon forget 
J 


hem, and turn their attention to other things; but thoſe 
vho ſeel and ſorrow as Chriſtians, ] Id the memory of their 
My rends dear to them, after many days. It is the glory of. 
* Chriſtians to ſubmit cheerfully to the will of God, in things 
1 that are ſeverely trying to fleſh and blood. The wieked, 
ir ſelf-righteovs, may call this a want of affection for our 
Fends; but it ariſes from the love of God revealed in our 
Je, fouls by Chriſt Jeſus. It is a principle planted in the heart 


* by the Spirit of God, and leads thoſe that profeſs it to cry 
— aut, on all occaſions, Good is the will of the Lord.“ | 
n 


2. We ſhould lay aſide every thing that is contrary to ſub- 
niſion tu the will of God. David aroſe, waſhed himſelf, and 
put on a change of raiment. He appeared in his family as 
ke had formerly done. If a perſon were to profeſs reſigna- 


converſation, his proſeſſion would be vain. But when the 
ſons of grief are laid aſide, and the man of God appears 
atisied with the diſpenſations of providence, he has an 
outward conduct that ornaments the - goſpel of God our 
Saviour, If, like David, we have retired from the world, 
and even from our family, while our deareft friends have 
been ſuſfering; if, like him, we have refuſed our neceſſary 
food, and ſpent whole nights in prayer, on their account, 
xe 0194t, at their deceaſe, to act a different part. Were 
neuot to act a different part, it would be a teſtimony againſt 
u. It would evidence, that we have not that ſubmiſhon to 
the wil of God, that becomes perſons in our, ſituation. 
Ther? was a time when David himſelf ated out of cha- 
nter in this reſpect. When he ſound, that his beloved 
ablolem, (who had lifted up his hieel againſt him, and was 
purſuing him with an hoſt,) was dead, he gave place to his 
pallions, and acted a very unchriſtian part. He went about 
hug, „ Oh, Abſolem, my fon! My ſon, Abſolem! 
Would to God I had died in thy plage!“ Ile would not 
pear before the people till he was conllrained. And his 
tondact on the occaion; when he preſemed himſelf before 

; | D 3: + TIL It very them, 


tion to the divine will, and act contrary to it in his life and 


( ) 


them, ſufficiently evidenced, that he did not ſubmit ch 
fully to the will of God. - His behaviour, on that decide 
diſcovered a want of that piety which poſſeſſed his je." 
at the time our text alludes to. If we follow his exam 1 
at the death of Abfolem, we ſhall reproach our profeſs ? 
diſhonour the living God, and bring guilt uponour own — 
ſciences. But if we follow his example, as it is reconde 
in this paſſage, we ihail teſtify to all, that we acquieſce! 
the will of God, and at the ſame time, both Ornament 2 
chriſtian profeſſion, and have the anſwer of a good cop. 
ſcience. 

3. We ought to appear before God in the Congregation 
of his people, to worſhip at his footſtool. No tooner had 
David heard of the death of his child, than he Prepared 
for the houſe of God, and haſtened to adore his great bene. 
factor, for all his mercies. I apprehend, he praiſed God 
for the deliverance he had given to his child from all in 
miſeries in this life. At the ſame time, he would plead 
with the Almighty for new mercies, and endeavour to bind 
himſelf by new obligations, to be fully on the Lord's fide 
for ever: What a different conduct many mazifef 
on ſuch occaſions! The houſe of God is forſaken by them 
for many weeks. They never appear with his people to 
worſhip at his footſtool, till ſeveral months are elapſed; 
Though they have reaſon to believe, that their relations 
are taken from the evil to come, yet they give place ig 
ſuch exceflive grief, that they cannot bear. the thought of 
worſhiping publicly with the people God, If we defire t 
glorify his name, who bought us with-his blood, we ought 
to follow the example placed before us in this paſſage. Le 
us worſhip in the houſe of God, with thoſe that love the 
Lord Jeſus in'fincetity, . We ought to praiſe his adorable 
name, for ſtanding by our dear relations in the midſt of 
the ſhadow of death. We ſhould bleſs him from ou 
heart, for preparing them for himſelt, and graciouſly dil 
charging them from the painful war. We ought to bind 
ourſelves in new bonds, to be elevated in body and ipin 
to his ſervice. We ſhould entreat him to help us by ht 
Spirit, to walk as the redeemed of the Lord, that when 
is our lot to leave the world, we alſo may be found 
Chriſt, without ſpot and blameleſs. 

4. We ought to appear in our own houſe, as the followers 
our divine Maſter. David appeared in his family as uſua 


He .commanded his ſervants, and they ſer bread beſore him 
all 
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n he did eat. His conduct, in this reſpect, would baniſn 


the gloom that had been manifeſt in the houſe, while he was 
werciſed in faſting and prayer.. Many that call themfelves 


pi chriſtians, on the death of their friends, not only refuſe to 
og, worſhip in the houſe of God, but determine to refaſe their 
= weceſſary food. They withdraw from the family, and 
rded bend a great deal of time atone, brooding over their own 
eußg ens, till they are melancholy. They get ſach an 
TY wk 


mipathy to company, that they will hardly be ſeen by a 
end. An horrible gloom hangs upon their countenance, 
1d the whole family is unhappy on their account. Such 
conduct diſcovers 2a very great want of that piety which 
he goſpel offers to true believers; It appears, that ſuch 
erſons imagine, they do well to be angry. If they 
ould only view themſelves as they are in the fight of 
Jol, and as all ſenſible pious chriſtians view them, 
ey would be aſhamed of their conduct, and determine to 
4x more honourable part. If we would follow the ex- 
mole of David in this matter; our families would be com- 
ited; our relations would rejoice ; our chriſtian brethren 
ould admire the grace of God communicated to us; we 


wald ſee that we have not believed in vain; we ſhould be 
an ein our own minds; and the living God would be 
OY orifed by our conduct before him in his church. 


5. Oar relations and neighbours, who are unacquainted 
ith the religion of Jeſus, may cry out, What thing is 
5 that ye have done? While your friends were afflicted 
du faſted and prayed, and were exceedingly diſtreſſed; 
t now they are dead, you have left off to weep and 
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ve enn ft frequently happens, that many of our acquain- 
lord e neglect every duty they owe to their friends, in the 
iat o of affliction as it refers to the ſal vation of their ſoal. 
m ou e keep hoping they will recover. For want of laying 
ly dif heart their late, and ſeeking bleſſing in Chriſt Jeſus upon 
to binden, they fatter them with hopes of recovery, and do 
d ſpiri ry thing in their power to prevent them from thinking 
by hi death, They never calmly reflect what their feelings 
when i be, mould they be removed. The delufive hope of re- 


ery often prevails in the afflicted and their friends, till 
hn a few moments of their departure out of this wilder- 
k, When this is the caſe, thole that ſurvive, having no 
5 ret in Chriſt, nor conſolation from the Holy Spirit, are 
re bim ately deluged in ſorrow. They appear amazed that 
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death has done his office ſo ſuddenly, and to them unexzeq 
edly. They weep and mourn in extreme ſorrow and 6; 
treſs. A thouſand things preſs on their ſpirits to make the 
unhappy. Perhaps the greateſt of theſe are ſerious refledigy 
on their own ſtate, and on the unfitneſs of their friends, 
meet death. If they have been inſtrumental in flattert 
their dying relations, and been a meaas of hinder.ng the 
in their preparation for death, theſe refle&ions fill the 
hearts with ſorrow. We need not be aſtoniſhed for a n. 
ment, that perſons of this deſcription ſhould be abundand 
more grieved and unhappy, when their friends are dex 
than they were while they were living. And as ſo very fe 
either profeſſors of religion, or ſinners act differently, whe 
any are following the example mentioned in the text, it 
natural for their neighbours to aſk, © What thing is th | 
that thou haſt done?“ foul | 
The chriſtian can anſwer, I have not followed the m 1 
ims of this world. I refuſed to flatter the afflicted, or They 
impoſe on myſelf. I laid to heart the afflictions and Mete 
ſeries of the perſons 1 loved, and borethem on my ſoul MMIAdu 
fore God, in my fervent addreſſes to his throne. | (poli) © 
freely to them of their ſtate, and warned them of Moe 
danger. I endeavoured to comfort the minds of thoſe fi! 
had believed, with the promiſes that hold out eternal IU” i 
and happineſs. To thoſe that ſought the Lord, I appli le th 
the gracious declarations of the Old and New Teſtamet val. 
which are given for the encouragement of penitents. | leit, 
deavoured to lead them to Chriſt, that they might be la wh 
by grace through faith. I beheld the approach of des HA 
and endeavoured to prepare for the worſt, When 1 at " le 
ally did this office, it was what I looked for and expected Heim tt 
ſome time. Theſe are the reaſons that have led me to as 
contrary to the maxims of the world. af 
6. But wherefore ſhould I faſt and weep now? Can! ma 
ſnch means as theſe bring back my friends from the v0 C , 
of ſpirits? Will any efforts of mine reſtore them to || "mb 
and give them again to my family? While there was Id "hy 
of their recovery, I faſted and wept, not knowing whet * "ny 
or not the Lord would be gracious to me, in railing up 15 28 
afllifted from the bed of languiſhing. As no poſitive de A % 
ration had been revealed from heaven, that their afiuc » f 
was unto death, I thought it highly reaſonable to contt part o 
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en in David's ſtate, pethaps the ſolemn declaration of God 
ſelpecting the death of his child, would have prevented me. 
Pit as | had no ſuch declaration to cut off my hope; I con- 
ünued ſeeking the Lord in the uſe of the means; and 
reſolved to abide at the footſtool of his throne, till I ſhould 
Ge what he would do. But when the King of terrors ap- 

ared, and ſnatched from time into eternity my dear 
ends, I then perceived it was my duty to ſubmit. It 
would be a degree of madneſs in me to act as the world 
Joes, I cannot alter the decrees of heaven by any exereifes 


tterin 
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* of mine, I cannot be abu! bu again with the company 
ry and converſation of my frien They have paid the debt 
nature, and are gone to reſt in Abraham's boſom. 


Though the body is conſigned to the ſilent tomb, yet the 
foul lives in the world of ſpirits. 4 

[ ſhall go unto them, but they ſhall not return unto me. 
They live in a more glorious ſtate, who habe left this world 


_ jn the faith of Chriſt. We cannot conteive what God has 
* 0 id up for them that love him, If we knew the happineſs 
[ { hey enjoy, and the amazing bliſs which ſurtounds them; we 
of " ſhould deteſt the thought of attempting to bring them back 


6 this wilderneſs, if it were in our power. We are confei- 
ous, that nothing would be ſo painful to thoſe who ſurround 
the throne of God, as the idea of being ſent back into this 
world. It Would be cruel in us to with to interrupt their 
Elicity, We mould bleſs God for taking them into ſuch a 
plorious Rate, The thoughts of their being at God's right 


faden nd. ſhould baniſh every painful reflection from our minds, 
Ha lead us to adore that hand that has ſafely conducted 
ged en to the holy hilt of Zion. | | 


If ve are the ſincere followers of Chriſt, and continue 
falthful to death, we (hall ſoon go unto them. The 


"an I bbaght of joining the company of thoſe whom we loved on 
ie wort, mould animate out minds, and lead us to haſten our 
to HM eparation for that glorious period. We ſhall ſoon have 
vas one with the things that are ſeen. The place we fill pin 
wbet e church and in the world, will ſoon know us no more 
g up WM tice. The meſſenger, death, will receive his commiſ- 
re de en, and we ſhall be gathered to our fathers. Perhaps 


dur deareſt friends may hover around our beds, and be 
conti of our heaventy convoy, to guard us in ſafety to the 
os above. This two-fold conſideration ſhould baniſh 
elde grief from out minds. The happineſs of our 
D 3 friends 
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ö E will be flowery and peace before us. Religion vil 
be the delight of our ſoul. If divine grace reign in us, 


ſriends in the paradiſe of God, and the proſped of bein, 
admitted, in a little time, to go where they are. 8 
we grieve immoderately with theſe proſpects before us — falt 
Ought we not rather to rejoice in hope of the glory of 
God? If all that ſurround us are at a loſs to find out th. 
motive from which we act, and if they unite to reproach the 
and perſecute, let us patiently endure the contradidtion of MY bur 
finners againſt ourſelves, that we may adorn the do&rine gef 
of God our Saviour in all things. be l. 

Let us finiſh the ſubject with three remarks, 4A 

1. It behoves us all to ſeek that religion which will bring WW term 
us into ſubjection to the will of God. If we have recourls coce 
to the father of our mercies, by the faith of our Lord jeſu i We! 
Chriſt, he will change us from nature to grace, A glori- be g 
ous work of the Spirit will be accompliſhed in our mind; cod 
We ſhall know the truth, and the truth ſhall make us free, M, 
The ways of God will be pleaſant to our minds. All h heard 


we ſhall go on our way rejoicing. We ſhall forget the 
things that are behind, and reach to the things which are 
before. We ſhall be happy in the things that make for 
our peace, while we have to do with the things that are ſeen, 
If our hearts and lives are dedicated to God, we ſhall com 
prehend with all ſaints, what is the length and breadth 
tie depth and height, and know the love of Chriſt which 
paſſeth knowledge. 

2. We ſhould never forget that all we have, and all ut 


are, belong to God. If he has given us many bleſſings! 


this Aife; if we have affectionate partners, and love 
children ; if we find a number of advantages through them 
if they help and comfort us in life, and ſeem anxious tt 
ſerve us, we ſhould never forget that they are the Lord's. 
He has a right to take them to himſelf in any way, or by 
any means moſt agreeable to himſelf. It is our duty to ac 
_ in his will reſpecting them, on all occaſions. If we 
uffer theſe reflections to have a ſuitable influence on ou 
minds, we ſhall endeavour to guard ayainſ undue affec 
tion, and ſeek on all occaſions to love them with purii 
of heart, as well as religious fervour. 
3. We ſhould always feel for our friends in their trouble 
and afford them all the help in our power. But at tl 


ſame time, we ſhould freely give them up io the 7 


Ca 3 


heir God. If he re uires t 

however contrary it — be eee, 2 ſubmit, 

af and pray in the rime of their afflition AG. 2 

will be gracious in removing their complaint oping God 

he WY refuſe to grant our requeſt, we ought to c s ; yet if he 

the Lord, let him do as he pleaſeth.”” A ”_——_— is 
avi - 


ach 

n of our in the houſe of God, and 1 

nne BY uſeful to ourſelves, and be . 3 be 
: ey will 


be led to behold the advantages of tru igi 
* 8 mn _ be beck to ecke 3 
9 ence which . f d 3 ame en . 
— nr ord Jehovah has communicated t or 
rene of the bleſſings of 
lor goſpel, and die to meet them in heav xm; try 
* in gory for ever, * 
ay the father of all our merci N 
* N 1 advantage, _ — ys have 
ary , 00 blefſed with a place at his right ha + of C 
he world of ſpirits, and the praiſe ſhall be aſcribed © him 


et the world without end. 
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A SERMON, 


Preached at As HTOx, on the 26th of February, 


| | Immediately after the Funeral of 


Mrs. Sarah Kilham, 


From Rev. xiv. 13. 


And I heard a voice from heaven, ſaying unto me, Write, Bleſſed ate 
the dead that die in the Lord from henceforth : Vea, faith the 
Spirit, that they may reſt from their labours ; and their works 


do follow them. "E 

acc, 

Pp la 

1 

| of 0 

N this chapter we have a deſcription of the glorious Wi our 

time, when the goſpel ſhalt be preached in every na- WW 1p 1 

| tion under heaven. But we have at the ſame time a lively oi. 

| deſcription of the awful judgments which Babylon will 7121: 
0 have to endure. The miſeries they will have to expe- aas, 
rience, are repreſented in ſtrong language. The patience wC'! 

of the ſaints in keeping the command ments of God at thigh te. 

| alarming criſis, is held out as worthy of our moſt ſerious of th 
tk conſideration. To ohey the voice of God in proſperity, . 
1 and be patient in our various engagements in lite, is a ver that u 
| great advantage. But to hold fait the beginning of ov Many 
't confidence, without wavering, when we are perſecuted i eine: 
1 and patiently to poſleſs our fouls in tribulation, is an infa ording 
| lible proof that we have not believed in vain. poſe t. 
| The words of our text are immediately added. Pernap blen, 
q the voice which St. John heard, was the voice of an angel notion 
| | or of the ſpirit of a juſt man made perfect. We are alu de has 
| ed ſrom the ſcriptures, that angels and glorified fan tae na 


know the advantages which are found at God's right - 


4 " 1h" nn 
The happineſs of the dead in the I. ord appears fo glo;ions 
to them, that they might well cry out with this great apoſt le, 
Blefled are the dead that die in the Lord from kenceforth. 
This telimony was immediately conſiimed and explained, 
by the Spirit of God —** That they may reſt from their la- 
bours, and their works do follow them.“ 

In ſpeaking from this paſſage, let us firſt conſider what 
ſeems neceBarily implied in dying in the Lord: And, ſe- 
condly, explain the bleſſedneſs of that ſtate. May that 
God in whoſe preſence we are aſſembled on this ſolemn 
occaſion, divinely help us by his Holy Spirit! Without 
him we can do nothing. Except he help, vain is the help 
of man. Let me intreat an intereſt in the prayers of all 
that hear, that our meeting together may be for the glory 
of God and our matual advantage. 'Then ſhall we ſpend a 
| few moments comfortably with each other, and our meet- 
ing together will not be in vain. 


I. Let us conſider what ſeems neceſiarily implied in dy- 
ing in the Lord. 

This expreſſion implies, that we muſt be in the Lord, 
according to the ſenſe of the ſcriptures, beſore we can die 
in him. | | 
Tacre is a being profeſſionally in the Lord, on account 
ef our having been baptized in his name while we were in 
eur infancy. lt is poſſible for us, however, notwithſtand- 
ing we have been dedicated to God by our parents in the 
ordinance of baptiſm, to be far from him, and far from 
nizlteouſneſs. Among the thouſands that are called chriſ- 


Jr10us 
'y mm- 
lively 


ill 


erxpe- as, how very few have any other title to their belonging 
tience o Chrit, but their having been ſprinkled with a little 
at tha „rater, while they were young, in the name of the Father, 
ſerious of the Son, and of the Holy Ghoſt. : 

Verity, We may be notionally in Chriſt, and yet be deſtitute of 
a ver vol that union which ſubſiſts between him and true believers.— 
of ou Many, becauſe of their attendance on external duty, ima- 
cured WI eine that they are chriſtians ; ' becauſe they attend upon the 


n infa ordinances of God, and worſhip with his people, they ſup- 


poſe they belong to Chriſt, and have a light to expect the 


PerhapiM Oletings he hath purchaſed for them, If we have ſuitable 
angel notions of his perſon, his office, and of the great things 
e alla de has accompliſhed for our redemption ; if we diſcover 
1 (ain tie nature and delign of his religion; if ve are capable of 


ut _ ſpeakipg 
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ſpeaking upon the doftines of the goſpel with elesto 
thoſe that ſurronnd us ; if we have done many — 


Chriſt in ſupport of his religion, yet this will avail nothin 
unleſs we obtain a converſion of heart to God, and are 4 the | 
ted to him by the faith of the goſpel. are b 
Previous to our dur de Chriſt aceotding to the ſenſe of We 
the ſcriptures, we have been deeply convinced of our bein ever| 
far froth God, and far from righteouſneſs. We are ſenfible - 
um, 


that our iniquities have canſed him to hide his face from 


us. Our tranfgreſſions have been muftiplied ; and hy bow. 
them we have been brought into the gall of bitterneſs, ans WF" 
into the bond of iniquity. We are cofſcious tat our fn BP" *' 
are of ſuch a nature, rat except the Lord have mercy upon WF. 
us, we muſt periſh fot ever. | Ihe | 
Before we are evangelically in Chriſt, we are awaken ated 
to a ſenſe of our depravity and corruption. We ſee in our pale 
fleſh dwells no good thing. Our heart is deceitful above en 
all things, and deſperately wicked. We are under the in- Jely 
flnence of the carnal mind, which is enmity agaigſt God, WM” - 
We have nothing in our breaſts that is according to God, nd f 
The whole head is fick ; the whole heart is faint ; from the WF ©") 

fole of the foot, to the eto n of the head, we are nothing WM." 
but wounds, and bruiſes, and putrefying ſores. We ai". 
eonſcious, that except a change be wrought in us by the He i 
Spirit of God, we cannot be happy in this world, or in the ws | 
world to come. | | of 
Theſe diſcoveries of our ſtate deeply affect us. We 2 th 
conſcious, no man can deliver his own ſoul. Except ve * 
Ante 


are ſaved by grace through faith, we muſt be ruined for 
ever. We ſink beneath our guilt and corruption into 
flate of ſelf condemnation. Romans, vii. 25. is the lan. 
guage of our heart. Oh! wretched man that I am, who 
thall deliver me from the body of this death? No way 
opens to our view that can afford the leaſt hope of parde: 
or * with God, but the new and living way, whic 
the goſpel points out unto us. . 

Under the influence of our bondage and wretchednels, ut 
are led to ſeek redemption in the blood of Jeſus, the for 
giveneſs of fins. In the means which the Redeemer eſtab 
liſhed, we look up to God, and implore the mercy whic 
has been purchaſed for us in him. We wait before tn 
Lord, pleading the promiſes which he has ſealed to us 


Chrifi 


Ing thy 
evil re 
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Chriſt, and determine to continue our addreſſes to his ſacred 
throne, until he have mercy upon us. 3} 

When we are led and aſſiſted by the Spirit to believe in 
the Lord Jeſus with our hearts unto righteouſneſs, then we 
are brought into the glorious liberty of the Sons of God. 
We obtain the bleſſings purchaſed for us by the blood of the 
werlating covenant, and ſet to our ſeal that God is true. 

We are united to the Lord Jeſus. We are ingrafted into 
lim. He is the true olive, and from him all our bleſſings 
law, Being cemented to him by the influences of the 

oly Spirit, as the graft is to the ſtock, we are made alive 
I him our gracious benefactor. And being made one Spi- 
Fit with him, our ſouls are made happy by his bleſling. 
Ihe ſacred unction proceeding from Chriſt is communi- 
wed to us; and being united to him in this glorious myſ- 
ical union, we are enabled to bear fruit unto holineſs, that 
ur end may be everlaſting life. 

Jeſus Chriſt tells us he is the true vine. Believers are in 
in, as the branch is in the vine. As the branch cannot 
ar fruit of itſelf, neither can we, except we abide in him. 
rery branch ia him the Father prunes that it may bear more 
uit. He communicates grace from his fulneſs, and by it 
eare enabled to proſper in our way to heaven, 
Re i; our living head, and we are members of his body, 
his fleſh, and of his bones. As no member can perform 
e ofices belonging to it, except it continue connected 
a che head, neither can we, except we continue united to 
eLord Jeſus. But by the communications of wiſdom 
U infaence from him our living head, it is poſſible for us 
bll up our place in the church, and in the world, to his 
My. 
The ſcriptures inform us, that thoſe who are in Chriſt, 
je fellowſhip with the Father and the Son. By this fellow- 
pticy grow up into Chriſt, They increaſe in holineſs 
righteouſneſs before him. They ſeek to be made 
e hum, that they may live with him for ever. 
bey ſeek daily to follow his doctrine and example in 
ings. His word is our rule. It is a light unto our 
and a lanthorn to our paths. His ſpirit becomes our 
e. He directs our feet in the way of peace. By fol- 
ug the Lord Jeſus in the regeneration, through good 
rl report, in honoar and diſhonour, we grow in grace, 
n tie knowledge of God our Saviour. We increaſe in 
ablance to him, and ripen for the inheritance - the 
aints 
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his adverſary in the world of ſpirits. On the contrary, h 


| fied fully by his grace, through the redemption which! 


4. 48- ) 
ſaints in light. Having our hearts and affections placed on 
things above, we hold ourſelves in readineſs to bid adieu to 
the things that Are ſeen, whenever the Lord ſhall require our 
ſouls at Ou hands. 2 11k © 3+ 2 eee n | | | 

- To die th the Lord, is to die reconciled to him, and in 
his favour, Being reconciled to God by the faith of our 
Lord jeſus Chriſt, they ſind a peace which paſſeth all under. " 
fianding, The Tight of the countenance of the Great jehg. 
vah ſhines upon them.” They can look up with confidence 
and cry out, *© My Lord and my Ged.“ This experience 
is always accompanied with fuch a divine ſenſe of accep- 
tance, as enables us to rejoice with joy unſpeakable, and 
fall of glor. „ 2% dun he 

"The ſcriptures aſſure us, that the favour of God is better 
than the life itſelf. * Divine ' tokens of favour are commy- 
nicated to our hearts, on our believing in the Son of Gd. 
Now a chriftian looks up with confidence in the approac 
of death. He is aſſured he is not going to meet an angr 
Judge. A God that will take vengeance of him. Nor ke 
he any apprehenſions that he will have the Eternal Jehou 
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ettion 


views with pleaſure the glorious deſcription the ſcriptar 
give of his gracious Benetiftor. He conſiders him as 

covenant Father, A friend, ſticking cloſer to his peop 
than a brother. Ready on all occaſions to impart good 
his own children. Never diſpoſed to caſt off any that hay bi, 
by faith upon him. Infinitely near the ſouls that tal | 
in him: eſpecially in the times of their adverſity. Vie = 


of this nature animate the dy ing chrillian, and lead him r bears 
caſt his all into the hands of his faithful Creator, my bis prof 
ing but the promiſes ſuitable to his tare, will be full belongs 


in his experience. ä : 
2. Believers die in the Lord, poſſeſſed of that piety 
love which his ſon! delights in. They are not only ja 


L detern 
loves h. 
equi 
2 4 Fell as b 
Chriſt jeſus, but they experience a new birth unto enn uh 
ouſneſs. They are brought to inherit a lot among yy hrt 
that are ſanctiũed: Principles of piety are formed int wre po 
heart. Their graces are watered by the fireams of I ©. 
river which makes glad the city of God, They ed atly 
their piety in their tempers and diſpoſitions. hc If 
fee them, admire the grace of God, which dwells a him | 
breaſt, and which they improve to bis glory. 4 the 
| 7 EY 5 àbund 
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| eart always expreſſes itſelf in a ſuitable con- 
e we . of 1 — Chriſt endeavour to let 
5 light ſhine before men, that they may ſee their good 
of and glorify their Father who is in heaven. | 
The ſervants of the living God are made partakers of 
t love which paſſeth knowledge. Faith and hope are 
aces of the Spirit, which every Chriſtian rejoices in; 
love ſurpaſſeth them both. When their office is ended, 


ail continue and encreaſe, through the ages of ages. 


\qur firſt converſion to the religion of Jeſas, this divine 
nciple is formed in our heart: And as faith increaſes, 
je abounds in the ſoul. Thoſe that have lived for a num- 
rof years, ſerving God with readineſs of mind, find their 
je 3 increaſed toward the Lord, aud all man- 


d, It often happens, the nearer the believer comes to 


end of his journey, the more his heart is warmed with 


«Celeſtial fire. A new convert may confine his love to 


;own ſet or party; and a bigot may have a contracted 
it toward all that do not think and ſpeak as he does. 
te ſuperſtitious, and thoſe that contend for a party, may 
poine they ought not to be too charitable to thoſe who 
not walk with them; but the chriſtian, that has grown 
mace, and in the knowledge of Jeſus Chriſt, experiences 
binlargement of ſoul in the approach of death, as often 
mildes all that behold him. He may love with peculiar 
ettion the ſincere of his own party; but, at the ſame: 
je, his heart burns with the pureſt affection toward all 
xt love the Lord Jeſus Chriſt in ſincerity. . Names, and 


and parties, fall before this divine principle. Who- 


r bears the image and ſuperſcription of Chriſt, Whatever 
ln profeſſion, or whatever be the ſect or party to which 
belongs, he claims him for a brother, beloved of God, 
L determines to give him the right hand of fellowſhip. 
ores his neighbour as himſelf, in the ſenſe the ſcrip- 
require; and he loves his enemies from principle, 
Fell as becauſe Jeſus Chriſt has commanded it. Happy 
man who feels this love increaſing, as his days increaſe! 
Ppy for the dying chriſtian who finds, that all the waters 
ae poured from every quarter are ſanctiſied of God, 
L are made like oil to this flame! This principle 1s; 
Kdantly ſtronger than death. It diſarms the king of 
Is, It leads the believer boldly into the valley, ard 
5 him to go forward courageouſſy. He fears no evil, 
le the God of love is with him. His rod, and his 
, abundantly ſupport. 


3. The 


(. ** 


3. The chriftian dies, with a meetneſs Wroupht in kin 
for the preſence of the Lord. By looking through ü 
glaſs of the word to the perfections of the Deity, he 
changed into his image, from glory to glory, by the be 


Spirit. Every root of bitterneſs is removed from j 


heart. He is fully ſanctified throughout, body, ſoul, # 
ſpirit. He has apprehended that for which he wa # 
prehended of God. He has attained the meaſure of 


ſtature of the fulneſs of Chriſt. * He has reached the mark 
towards which he has been preſſing, ſince his converſg 


He is as a ſhock of corn, fully prepared for the heaven 


* His graces are ripened and come to maturi 
is made meet for the inheritance of the ſaints in lip | 
His lamp is trimmed ; his light ſhines ; and, he is waitig 


to hear the bridegroom's voice. Happy ftate ! May we 
wake up after the likeneſs of our glorious Redeemer, t 


when it is our lot to die, we may be found in him, vil 


out ſpot, and blameleſs ! 
4. A chriſtian dies in the true faith and hope of the gt 


pel. They know in whom they have believed. In the 


conflits with the king of terrors, they can cry out, * 
death, where is thy ſting? O grave, where is thy vidot 
I know that my Redeemer liveth; and though, aftery 
ſkin, worms deſtroy this body, yet in my fleſh [ ſhall! 
God: whom | ſhall fee for myfelf and not another.“ 

man of God ſtands on the brink of eternity and decla 
with the great apoſtle, © I have fought 2 9. ht; 
have finiſhed my courſe; I have kept the faith; bent 
forth, there is laid up for me, a crown of righteouſne 
which-the Lord, the righteous judge, will give me inf 

day.” It is impoſſible to deferibe the influence this i 
has upon the ſoul. It is ten thouſand times more preci 
than the gold that is purified. It opens to the behieve 
view the inviſible world. It leads the chriſtian to 
glorious views of the promiſed land. 

The hope of the goſpel dwells im the hearts of true 
lievers. It is blooming and full of immortality ; It enal 
the chriſtian to ride fafe in the midſt of the tempeſt 
ocean of trouble and pain. If the ſtorms of affliction 
extremely ſevere,” hope is like an anchor to the ſoul; 
both ſure and ſtedfaſt. It is ſurely fixed in the wound 
of the crucified; It is ſtedfaſt. It will bear up the 
* through the conflict. It will never fail to be of fervic 


tl 


It view 
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Simeon, they have cried out, “ Lord, now leueſt thou x 


eternity. $5} 


They reſt from their labours. From all bodily exerci 


(0-3 


them. They behold the Lord Jeſus ready to receive 

And rejoice in the proſpect of appearing before him, 
pared as a bride for her huſband: »They have been 
.witneſs a good confeſſion before many. Like good 


-ſervant depart in peace according to thy word, for u. 
eyes have ſeen thy falvation, which thou haſt Prepared 
fore the face of all people.” Let us ever remember, u 
ther we have a triumphant death, or a ſevere conflict in | 
agony of dying, if we are only found in Chriſt, with 
Apot and blameleſs, we ſhall be happy through the a2e 


II. Let us now confider the bleſſedneſs of their fats 
They reſt from their labours, and their works do fall 
them. In theſe two declarations is ſummed up the hay 
neſs of the death of the righteous. 


Many of the followers of Chriſt are obliged to riſe ex 
and late take reſt, labouring hard every day for the bie 
that periſnes. They are ſo harraſſed in buſineſs, that d 
ſcarcely can ſpare time to accompliſh the duties wh 
the ſcriptures require of them. Many times they are 
fatigued with the exerciſes they are called to paſs throuy 
that they are oliged to be abſent from the worſhip of G 
when their ſpirit would willingly attend, but the bod 
worn out with hard labour, and muſt have reſt. Six d 
in the week are they obliged to purſue this plan, other 
they could not provide for their families. Were they 
flacken their hand in bulineſs, to give themſelves to 
religious duties, they would neglect their partners and e 
dren, and conſequently deny the faith, and be worſe l 
Infidels. In the preſent diſordered ſtate of things, t. 
ſands are daily labouring beyond their ſtrength, merely 
ſupport a wretched exiſtence upon earth; waile multity 
are living in idleneſs, indulging themſelves with ev 
thing their hearts can defire. When death cloſes our 
we {hall ceaſe ſrom all manual labour: the hours we || 
in it will be employed by us (if we die in the Lord) 
adoring God — 2 Lamb. Oh ! how the ſouls of 
laborious poor, and thoſe that have been daily harralled 
buſineſs, will triumph, when they are freed from their 
dily chain, and have done with the ſervices of life! 
2. 


5 


«to the things of this life: The mind is often called from 
iter ſubjects to meditate on what is neceſſary to be attend- 
40 in this life. If we have a family to provide for—z 


00d fnels to purſue—a place to pll up in the church or the 
hon 4 114 6 che glory of God, our minds are frequently called 
Or mij 


en find our thoughts taken dp with theſe things in our 
ſet, in the duties of our family, in ſocial religion, and 
public worſhip. If a perſon obtain grace to Ieave the 
puphts of the world behind, while he is engaged in reli- 
jus exerciſes, yet how much he is obliged to ſtudy and 
rive the beſt mode of acting, in the things that belong 
his ſituation. It frequently happens, that the labours 


attend particularly to our a. and ſituation. We too 


tate the mind are more painful, than bodily exerciſe, Eſpe- 
o fa when a vaſt number of concerns reſt on one perſon. 


when death releaſes us from this bodily chain, the 
d will occupy our thoughts no more for ever. We 
| have our whole ſouls lolt in heavenly meditatians and 


e hap 


> xercil 
iſe ear 
ae bie 
that th 


es Mer experience, if we die in the Lord. 

ey are. They reſt from all the diſorders and infirmities inci- 
thro: to human life. Many are the afflictions of the righte-- 
p of (8 in this world: Thouſands of the followers of the Son 
e bod d are frequenty choſen in the furnace of affliction. 
Six d diſeaſes are exceedingly oppreſſive: they are a bur- 


other 


J [that can ſcarcely be ſupported. Many have a ſotge 
re they 


| and conflict with the infirmities and diſorders which 


t eg to their lot. Weariſome nights, and troubleſome 
= are appointed for them; they are obliged to toſs to 
yoriet 


o upon their beds, ſeeking reſt, but cannot find it. 
le others are bleſſed with health to purſue their buſineſs, 
pure laid on beds of languiſhing. While many of the 


gs, th 
merely 


nuluutuWvers of Chriſt have ſtrength to attend upon the ordi- 
with ee; of God, they are confined in their own habitations. 
5 - any had nothing to grapple with but the infirmities of 
s we f 


eak conſtitution, or of old age, theſe are frequently 
o bear; they cauſe thoſe that ſuſtain them to go on 
in the bitterneſs of their trouble. None can deicribe 
lore labour and diſtreſs which perſons are called to paſs 
agb, that are ſubject to diſeaſe and infirmities. But 
E 3 when 


Lord) 
als of 
arralled 
n their 
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i They reſt from the labours of the mind, as they re- 


wal exerciſes; To have our mind releaſed from every 
po that agitates it here, and all our ſoul at liberty to 
ad only on God, will be a glorious releaſe. This will 


( 54 ) 
when death comes, they will be releaſed from their hoy 
Chain. All the afflictions of life will be ended. Now, 

ſhall diſquiet or perplex them again for ever. The lat 
ſpirit releaſed from its impriſoned ſtate, will never be 
companion again to frail mortality. The body fown 
corruption, be raiſed incorruptible, and be a ſuitil 
companion for the immortal fpirit through the ape; 
eternity. Let us then look forward to that glorious ſeaf 
when mortality- ſhall be fwallowed up of life. 
4. The righteous reft from all the exerciſes which! 
occaſioned by the adverſary of mankind. The prince 
the power of the air goes about as a roaring lion, ſeeki 
whom he may devour. He attacks the followers of C 
on every fide; | Unfeſs they reſiſt him ſtedfaſtly in the fai 
they will be overcome. It often happens, that what 

cannot accompliſh by violence, he attempts by ſtratage 
Hie hays ſnares for the ſouls which he ſeeks to entangle, | 
is unwearied in his efforts to deſtroy. It is impoliible 
deſeribe the methods he purſues to ruin thoſe, who ſeck 
glorify God. Hence a life devoted to religion is calle 
warfare. Every ſoldier of Chriſt muſt fght his 
through. He has ſnares to ſhun, and open violence to 
counter. He muſt either conquer or loſe his foul, W 
the conflicts have been numerous, and on certain occaſi 
victory appeared uncertain, we muſt hold-ourſelves ine 
neſs to go forth tothe waragain, when our enemies renewt 
attacks. Perhaps there is ſcarcely a day in our life but 
muſt be wreſtling with principalities and powers, with 
rulers of the darkneſs of this world, and wich wicked ſp 
in high places. They will harraſs us with ſtrong ten 
tions in our cloſet, in the duties of the family, in the chu 
and in the world. But if we have the whole armour of 
upon us, it will be poſſible to go on from conquerin 
conquer. We ſhall be able in the ſtrength of Jehovai 
gain the conqueſt, and to put to flight all that are feel wear 
our ruin. 

- Bat when death receives his commiſſion, he diſcharg 
from this war. All the conflicts we have experience 
then ended. How happy are they, who have nothing! 
with temptation, bat are out of the reach of the grand 
ceiver of the brethren! They have done with all theit 
ritual armour, and are crowned in the preſence of 


They bear palms of victory in their hands, and triumph 


(5s )) 
all their enemies! 'They ſhall never be called to put on 
their armour again, but ſhall have to ſing the ſong of Moſes, 
and of the Lamb, world without end! | 
and unreaſonable men. It is very difficult to keep a con- 
ſcience void of offence towards men, as well as towards 
God. The perſons we are ealled to ſpend molt of our time 


5. They reſt from all the labours occaſioned by wicked 


with, may be daily laying ſnates for our ſouls. When we 


have to tranſact buſineſs-With firiners, they wHt do every 
thing in their power to lead us from God. They will uſe 
every ſcheme they can deviſe, to entice us to ſin. And if 
apparent kindneſs will not allare us into their ſnare; they 
will try what violence will do. They will attempt to com- 
pel us to join with them in many things forbidden in the 
feriptures. If they cannot prevail on us to act contrary to 
the goſpel, many of them will revile, reproach, and ſay all 
manner of evil of us. They will ſeek to injure us in our 
character, our family, or our buſineſs. If they cannot ſuc- 
ceed at firſt, they will be unwearied in their efforts to pre- 
vent our happineſs. Unleſs we poſſeſs the wiſdom of the 
ſerpent, and are harmleſs as doves, it will not be eaſy to 
proſper. Except the mighty power of the God of Jacob 
ſurround us, we ſhall be entangled and brought into bon- 
dage. We are commanded to watch unto prayer, that we 
may be kept unſpotted from the world. We are charged 
t come out from among the ungodly and be ſeparate.— 
We are to have no feHowſhip with the unfruitful works of 
darkneſs We are neither to touch, nor taſte, nor handle 


the things which the Lord has forbidden.— The maxims 


and faſhions of the world are to be conquered — Theſe 


duties cannot be accompliſhed without much exerciſe.- . 


Many are the labours which a chriſtian experiences from 
this quarter, But when death has done his office we ſhall 
be taken, where the wicked ceaſe to trouble, and where the 
weary ſhall be for ever at reſt. . No ſinner can difturb the 
repoſe of thoſe that ſleep in Jeſus. They ſhall be, 


„ Far from à world of grief and fin, 
With Cod eternally ſhut in.“ 


lt will be an amazing change'to them. What a glorious 
Klaſe will immediately ſucceed this painſul conflict! The 


Mabitants are all righteous in that glorious place. Not a 
| temptation 


— -—.- 


— 


= 
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temptation ſhall be preſented before the bleſſed in h 
through the ages of eternity. They ſhall be ſcreened a; 
in the hollow of his hand. And know war no more fy 
ever. | 

6. Many exerciſes are occaſioned to the followers of 
Chriſt while they are in this world, by weak or false 
brethren. Many are weak in the faith. They are unſta. 
ble as water. Soon lifted up above meaſure, or caſt down 
beyond the bounds of moderation. You never can haye 
any hold of them. It is not ſafe to place any particular 
confidence in them. They occaſion themſelves a great 
deal of trouble, and cauſe the ſincere followers of Chriſt 3 
number of exerciſes on their account. They endeavour to 
lead them into the good and right way. To direct them to 
Chriſt, where they may obtain eſtabliſhment in the truth. 
They watch over them for good continually, and are ex- 
ceedingly deſirous of being of ſervice to them, in their way 
to heaven. They ſpare no labour to get them fixed, if 
poſſible, on the rock of eternal ages. 

They have alſo to do with falſe brethren. Perſons that 
pretend to religion, WhO have not the root of the matter in 
them. They have a name to live, but are dead while alive, 
Some baſe ends are the object of their purſuit. If this be 
concealed for a ſeaſon, it will be diſcovered ſooner or later. 
When their hypocriſy is manifeſt, the followers of Chris 
have a number of things to encounter, to prevent their de- 
ſigns, and to have them ſeparated from their community. 
It often happens, that perſons of this deſcription become 
the moſt violent perſecutors that the church has to grapple 
with. When their baſe ends cannot be accompliſhed and 


their hypocriſy is expoſed, they are enraged, and ſtudy'to, 
injure the very men that have been ſeeking their ſalvation. 


They will join any party to oppoſe and perſecute: and they 
often appear more zealous in this diabolical work, than 


thoſe who never profeſſed any religion. Many are the 
excrciſes which they occaſion the followers of Chriſt. 


When they have finiſhed their courſe on earth, every la- 
bour of this nature will be ended for ever. Weak brethren 
will not perplex them there. There will be no feeble ſouls 


in the thouſands that are found at God's right hand. Hy- 


pocrites or falſe brethren, ſhall have no place in the New 


again, 


Jeruſalem. They will not be admitted to perplex them 
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again. Every excrciſe they occaſioned them on earth ſhall 
de ended, and tacir ſouls completely delivered from their 
age. 
me From all the outward exerciſes of religion, which are 
commanded in the ſcriptures, and muſt be attended to while 
we are in this wilderneſs. We are commanded to work out 
our ſalvation with fear and trembling.—To ſtrive to make 
our calling and election ſure. To ſeek to be found in Chriſt 
without ſpot and blameleſs.— We are to watch and pray.— 
To wait upon God in his ordinances.— To glorify him in 
our bodies and ſpirits which are his. Theſe, and other 
duties equally binding, require much attention. It is im- 
palible to neglect them with a good conſcience. The ſpirit 
1s frequently willing, but the fleſh is weak. We have to 
coaquer the backwardneſs of our own hearts, and a1e 
obliged to uſe violence with ourſelves to accompliſh the 
good, and acceptable, and perfect will of God. Every day 
briags new ſervices with it. And were we to grow cold 
and indifferent, we ſhould be in danger of loſing our ſouls. 
Wecannot with ſafety ſlacken our hand, till we have finiſted 


/ 


5 the work which the Lord has given us to do. We muſt 

forget the things that are- behind, and reach to the things 
116 lich are before, preſſing to vard the mark, for the prize of 
1 our high calling of God in Chriſt Jeſus. But when death 
tees us from our bodily chain, we ſhall have done with 
10 erety religious exerciſe that belongs to this life. Attending 
ark upon the means of grace Watching and prayer—Striving 
1 to be found in Chriſt, &c. &c. &c. will then all be ended. 
wn A glorious change will take place, and the righteous will 
— be employed in praiſing God and the Lamb for ever and 

bak ever, 

Wy Whatever can be called a labour, or whatever is an ex- 
* erciſe to the mind, and is attended with circumſtances chat 
drill. cccalion any diſtreſs, ſhall all have an end at death. The 
1070 plyrimage through this wilderneſs. All his contlicts will 
Cole be ended. He ſhall have nothing to vex or perplex him in 


Hy- lezen. The reſt he will obtain cannot be deicribed. His 
New ul ſhall be loſt and ſwallowed up in God. His tranquil- 
them ity and happineſs, in that bleſſed ſtate, will be of ſuch a 
ture, that it will fill him with wonder, love, and praiſe, 


lr ever, . 
They 


chrittian ſhall reſt from all the labours that belong to his 


They reſt from their labours, and their works do ley 
them. Good works do not go before, to open the pate of 
heaven to us. We are ſaved by grace, through faith, Not 
by works of righteouſneſs, which we have done, but by his 


mercy he ſaves us. Jeſus Chriſt has paſſed into the holy of 


holies to appear before God in our behalf. He has opened 
a. new. and living way to eternal happineſs. He is pre. 
paring manſions, in the heavens, for his people. The gate 
that admits believers into the New Jeruſalem, is only ac. 
ceſſible by his blood. We mult. be admitted into the joy 
of our Lord by his undertaking, or never-be made par. 
takers of it. The ſcriptures exclude works from any merit 
before God. They clearly-afficm, that Jeſus Chriſt alone 
can ſave. - That we muſt receive eternal life as a free gift. 
We muſt have a place at God's right hand, without money 
or price. Works are entirely excluded in this matter. 
They cannot ſave us either in whole or in part. 


Vet notwithſtanding this is the caſe, the ſcriptures tri 
ly enjoin, that he wao has believed, ſhould be careful to 


maintain good works. Every chriſtian is called upon to 
ſhow the truth of his faith, by ſuitable works. If a man 
profeſs that he is a chriſtian, and his actions do not corre. 
ſpead with his profeſſion, he deceives his on ſoul, and 
firives to impoſe upon others. Every good tree bringeth 
forth good fruit. We a e commanded to add to our faith 
virtue, to virtue knowledge, to knowledge temperance, to 
temperance patience, to patience godlineſs, to godlinels 
brotherly kindneſs, and to brotherly kindneſs charity. The 
apoſtle declares, if theſe things are in us and abound, they 
will make us that we ſhall be neither barren nor unfraitful, 
in the knowledge of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt. Good works 


are the fruit of faith. If we really poſſeſs the vital power 


of godlineſs in our own ſouls, our life and converſation will 
teſtify that we have not believed in vain. St. Paul charges 
us to be ſtedfaſt, unmoveable, always abounding in the 


work of the Lord. In another place, he ſays; © Ye hav 


your fruit unto holineſs, and your end everlaſting life, 
The ſcriptures are ſo particvlar and expreſs on this heac 
that it appears amazingly ſtrange, how any r of re 
ligion ſhould imagine, that true faith, working by love il 


the heart, ſhould admit of a life contrary. to the goſpel 0 
God our Saviour. Thoſe that truly believe, muk he” 
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gel to maintain goed works, It is our duty to glorify God 
in our bodies and ſpirits which are his. | 

If our works are not admitted to go before to prepare us 
a place in heaven, our text informs us they will follow, 
Every ſervice we perform by the faith of the holy Spirit, 
according to the divine will, ſhall not loſe its reward. All 
works of piety towards God; all works of ſelf-denial and 
mortification towards ourſelves ; all works of brotherly- 
love and tenderneſs towards our chriſtian brethren ; every 
a of mercy or charity, ſhall have a 2 reward. Not 
ſo much as a cup of cold water can be given to a diſciple 
of Chriſt's, in the name of the Lord, but what ſhall be 
thought of by him, and rewarded in due time. He that 
has Gen plentifully for eternity in this life, ſhall reap plen- 

tifully, He that has endeavoured to glorify God in his 
ift, body and ſpirit, and alſo with his ſubſtance, ſhall meet 
ey with a glorious entrance into the kingdom of heaven, 
through the blood of the everlaſting covenant, and none 
of his works ſhall be forgotten. It is impoſſible ſo much 


o 
— — —— — 
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30- de imagine, what the Lord has prepared for his peo- ' 
be in the world of ſpirits. Eye hath not ſeen, ear 
n to kth not heard, what God has laid up for thoſe that love 
man him, | 
orte. If we could get to heaven in any reſpect by the merit 
and er our works, it would be a loſs to us. We ſhould have 
175 heaven then in part as a purchaſe. But now we receive it 
ai E a free gift from God; and, inſtead of any of our ſer- 
e, to 


ices going before to procure us a place there, they will 


linels A follow us to that celeſtial place. This thought ſhould 
. The Wild us to adore the God of our mercies, for providing fo 
el chly for our future happineſs in Chrift, and for aſſuring 
QITTuL; 


nt every work of faith, and labour of love, ſhall be 
ryarded ia glory for ever. | | | x 
1, Haviog made theſe remarks on the paſſage, ſuffer me” 
dentreat you, my dear brethren, to examine your own” 
karts before God. Except we are brought to know that 
tare united to him by the faith of his Spirit, we cannot 
E happy. Unleſs we kno that we have a living union 
ith Chriſt, our living head, we cannot proſper in the 
Wings that make for our peace. We mult be brought un- 
un, and have communications of his grace to our hearts, 
kerwiſe we ſhall always be in danger. Should death find 
deſore we are intereſted in the Son of God, the ſcriptures 
re us, where he is we cannot be admitted. The gate 
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of heaven is only open to believers. Without are all kind: 
of ſinners, who would not have Chriſt to reign over them. 
They myſt be caſt off from God, and from the glory of his 
power, world without end. 

2. If we are brought into the glorious liberty of the 
goſpel, let us hold faſt the beginning of our confidence 
without wavering to the end. The place that now know; 
us, will ſoon know us no more for ever. We ought to 
give diligence to be found in Chriſt without ſpot and blame- 
leſs. Should we be found trifling when death comes, we 
ſhall have to repent of our conduct. But if we make it 
the buſineſs of our life, to follow the Lord Jeſus in the re. 
generation, we ſhall have the anſwer of a good conſcience, 
and a lively hope of eternal happineſs. By patient conti- 
nuance in well doing, let us ſeek for glory, honour, im- 
mortality, and eternal life. Let us confider one another, 
and provoke unto love and good works. Let us ever te- 
member, that chis is not our reſt, but that we are haſtening 
through this wilderneſs, to the promiſed land. If we en- 
dure hardneſs as good ſoldiers of Chriſt, we ſhall find the 
advantage of it, when we have done with the things that 
are ſeen. Should we conſtantly watch unto prayer, that 
we may be kept unſpotted from the world ; ſhould we ever 
be haſtening to accompliſh the good, and acceptable, and 
perfect will of God; ſhould we purſue our engagements in 
life with a ſingle eye to the glory of God, ever keeping 
eternal things in view, while we are paſſing through the 
temporal concerns of life, the God of peace will abun 
dantly bleſs us. He will cauſe the light of his countenanc{ 
to ſhine upon us. We ſhall feel the conſolations of hi 
Holy Spirit abounding to us in Chriſt Jeſus, and our heart 
will exceedingly rejoice in his love. The poſpett « 
death will not be painful. We fhall look beyond the va 
of tears to the holy hill of Zion, and triumph in the pre 
pe& of the great things which will be conferred upon | 
when our conflicts are ended, 

3. May the God of our mercies releaſe us all from t 
bondage of corruption, and bring us into the liberty of | 
children! May he impart to each of us that faith whi 
works by love, and purifies the heart! May he powerf 
ly aſſiſt us by his Spirit, that we may chearfully do a 
{ver his will on earth, ſeeking his glory in every th 
we take in hand! May he help us to take up —_ 


- — K * - 


'( 6: )) 


deny ourſelves, and follow him fully all our days ! May 
he enable us to grow up into Chriſt our living head in all 
things ; that we, increafing with the increaſe of God, may 
be fully prepared for our great change! May he ſtrength- 
en us to meet death Withchriftian fortitude ; that when 
xe are called to paſs through the dreary valley, we may 
fear no evil, but find our ſpirits borne up in the a ony of 
dying! When we are called to quit this mend vale, 
may the God of our mercies receive us to ſhare with the 
bleſſed, in the inheritance which is inco#tuptible, unde- 
fled, and which fadeth not away! And may he lead us to 
living fountains of water, that we may have to triumph in. 
his preſence, and to caſt our eros before him, while we 
adore Father, Son, and Holy Spirit for ever and ever !— 


God grant us theſe mercies, for the ſake of Jeſus Chrift, 
cur only Redeemer ! Amen. 
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END OF THE SECOND SERMON. 
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The tai bee that 
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WAS BURIED, 


From Hebrews ix. 27. 
It is appointed unto Men once to die, but after this the 
Judgmeat. 
P ˙· . A —⁰¹ w’ 


1 this chapter St. Paul endeavours to ſhow the differency 
between the law and the goſpel. Under the Jewiſh dif 


penſation, the High Prieſt was obliged once in the year death 
appear before God in the holy of holies, to ſprinkle H nd. 
mercy-ſeat with the blood of the ſacrifices. He was conWMWGod tc 
manded of God to renew the ceremony every year, to pi led: 
the Jews in remembrance of their ſtate, — to typify thun in 
ſufferings of the Son of God. Almoſt every thing unde ball be 
the law was purged with blood; and without ſheddin ur wo 
of blaod there is no remiſſion. The apoſtle ſays, © It wal ourſe 
therefore neceſſary that the pattern of the things in heave 
ſhould be purified with theſe ; but the heavenly things vii 1. Le 
better ſacrifices. For Chrift is not entered into the hoi our d 
mn made with hands, which are the figures of the true 1. W 
ut into heaven itſelf, now to appear in the preſence of Goal bre: 
for us. Nor yet that he ſhould offer himſelf often, as ee th 
High Prieſt entereth into the holy place every year Wile 
the blood of others.“ In theſe words we clearly perceivMition to 
how infinitely ſuperior the Lord Jeſus was to any that d unde 
ficiated under the diſpenſation of Moſes. It behoved Mee vi 
Jews to purify the pattern of heavenly things by the blodiMi:eed in 
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„ 

of their ſacrifices, but things of. a ſuperior nature maſt be 
qurifed by better ſacrifices... 1 NE 
If Chriſt had been like the High Prieſt under the law, 
« Then he muſt. have often ſuffered fince the foundation of 
the world: but now.once-in the end of the world hath he 
appeared to put away ſin by the ſacrifice of himſelf. : And. 
it is appointed to men, once to die, but after this the 
jadgment - ſo. Chriſt was once offered to bear the fins of, 
many; and unto them that look for him ſhall he appear, 
the ſecond time without fin unto ſalvation.” ' Having once 
ſufered for fin, the juſt for the unjuſt, that he might bring 


to God, he will no more appear as a Man of Sorrows, to, 
offer himſelf a ſecond time for the ſins of the people, but 


without a ſin-offering, unto the complete ſalvation of all. 

that believe in him. 0 
Though the words of our text are only introduced to il- 
: lulrate the ſabject which St. Paul. was writing upon, yet 
they contain a truth that ſhould be frequently conſidered 
by us all. | 2 | 
" conſidering this paſſage, I ſhall firſt call your atten-. 
ton to the appointment.of God, reſpecting our death and 


when he appears again in the clouds of heaven, it will be, 


death and at the ſolemn tribunal of the Judge of quick and, 
kad. As the ſubject is very important, let us plead with 
com God to grant us the help of his Spirit, that we may be en- 
abled right'y to divide the word of truth. If we intreat 


undeſf ball be favoured with an anſwer to our feeble requeſts, and 
eddinWFJ"r worſhip will be both acceptable'to. God, and a bleſſing : 
It s ourſelves. | | 

heave | 
s wI_h |. Let us confider the appointment of God, as it refers 
1e hol s our death, and future „ban. | | 


!, When God formed man out of the duſt of the earth, 


of Gal breathed into him the breath of life, he was poſſeſſed of 
_ as e thing his heart could wiſh for, in the Garden of Pa- 
ar wie. He had no corruption in his nature, nor any incli- 
erceug on to any thing that was evil. He was holy, harmleſs, 
that ad undefiled before God. It was his meat and drink to 
ved the will of his heavenly Father. He was conſtantly en- 


kged in ſuch ſervices as were pleaſing to the Almighty.— 
1 | He 


future judgment. And then, Secondly, endeavour to ſhow - 
the difference between the righteous and wicked, both at 


um in his great mercy to meet with us at this time, we 


ever. What the poet expreſſes on another ſubjeQ, was ap 


(. 64 ) 
He knew no fin, neither was guile found in his mouth 


Had he ſtood in that bleſſed ſtate, death never would haw - 
come near him. It is probable, after he had continues 4 
enjoying God and glorifying his name, he would have in. 7 
creaſed in holineſs and conformity to his Maker. And af. 105 
ter he had continued a ſuitable time in the garden of Eden. * 
he might have been tranſſated into a more glorious late a1 


and been bleſſed; with greater advantages. The God of 

his mercies might have taken him near to his throne, and 

own him every. bleſſing his exalted nature wauld' have 
een capable of enjoying. | 

Bat the ſcriptures inform us, by the ſubtilty of the grand 
adverſary, making uſe of the wiſdom of the ſerpent, our 
firſt parents were prevailed upon co eat of the fruit which 
God had forbidden. And, through their diſobedience. 
death entered into the world. They loſt that union with 
God which they had formerly enjoyed, which brought ſpi- s e 
ritual death into their ſoul. By their tranſgreſſion No be⸗ 
came mortal; ſubject to infirmities. and natural death. 
And at the ſame time expoſed themſelves to the pains 9 
the ſecond death, This is a ſubje& greatly enlarged upon 
by many of the ſacred writers. They ſgeak of it unde 
different views, and ſhow. us the awful. ſtate we are brought 
into through the fall. . 

2. The ſolemn decree paſſed ſoon. after ſin entered int 
the world: Duſt thou art, and unto duſt thou ſhalt qu. 
turn.” Or as it is expreſſed in our text, “It is appoiute 
to men once to die.” Before the flood many lived to a ver) 
great age. They were continued. for a long ſeaſon, tha 
the earth might be peopled, and well ſupplied with, inhaf 
bitants. But after many of them had lived more than nut 
hundred years, death arreſted them. Their hiſtory, afte 
relating their birth and age, with a few particulars 0 
their life, concludes, © And he died.“ The place they hal 
ſo long poſſeſſed in this world, knew them no more ſe 


plicable to them: 
«© All ends in— Here he lies.“ 


In the Old and New Teſtament, we only read of two perſoſ », 
that eſc#þed from this world without ſeeing death. Ae! 
Enoch had walked with God, and glorified him in h ty b; 
body and fpirit, he was tranſlated that he ſhould not ſee _ Rogin 


— 


(6) 


Alter Elijah had filled up a place in the Jewiſh church to 
he honour of his profeſhon, and had paſſed through a great 
net amber of hardſhips on account of his faithfulneſs in warn- 
in. ing his countrymen, he alſo was tranſlate, Death had no 

| of aomiaion over either of them. It is probable, the ſame 
change was wrought in them, which will be wrou ght in the 
Gints, when the Lord Jeſus appears to reign with his 
hints, St. Paul ſays, “ And we which are alive ſhall be 
changed, in a moment, in the twinkling of an an eye: and 

be caught up to meet the Lord in the air.“ What thou- 
ads of millions has the king of terrors removed from the 
Gee of the earth ! Our fathers, where are they? And the 4 
generations of old, into what - place have they entered? 
| hough ſo many millions have fallen beneath his influence, 


N 
ence, e fill is daily hurry ing thouſands out of time into eterni- | 
with, 7 He ſeems determined to continue his; efforts, While 1 
i ſpi- is reign ſhall continue. \ntrad ans l 
be- z. Death is a king that bids defiance to all. Old and, | 


dung; rich and poor; male and female, muſt bid adieu 
dtheir friends, when he has received his commiſſion. 


eis ſtronger than all the efforts that are made againſt | 
lim, If the afficted unto - death. be in circumſtances to j 
ll in phyſicians without number; and if he ſuppoſe. in f 
te midit of a multitude of counſellors, on his caſe, there I 
d int fafety, what are all. their efforts againſt this ,voracious . | 


alt reWMonqueror ? Will their, wiſdom out-wit him in his at- | 
ojuteicr; ? Will their efforts prevent him from giving the, 
a ve blow? If they colled medicine from all parts of, | 
on, tha e glove, and compound them with all the art and fill ; { 
1, nba poliels, will this ſtay his hand, and be an hedge about i 


an ning aflicted, to .preſerye. from his ſhafts? Can they ſet . i 
y, afteWvonds to him, and then fay,. « Hitherto ſhalt thou come, 1 
ulars ono farther ; here ſhall thy proud waves be ſtayed?“ 
hey ba wald they call in the help of the beſt miniſters under 
ore follWtren, and endeavour to ward off the ſtroke of death by 
was ap multitude of prayers, would theſe: ſcreen. the object 


med to die:? Would they prevent the king of terrors 
M executing his commiſſion, when the time is come to 
Move the living to the ſilent grave? Does he not laugh 
the vain efforts of mortals to ſtay his hand, and defy their 
lted kill and influence? Will he not break through 
& barrier, and arreſt the priſoner in the midſt of ſur- 
c 
3 4. He 


— — — 


( 66 ) 


„He generally ſends his harbingers to proclatm 1: 
9 Vet he often comes ſuddenly 4 n 
expected both riches and length of days. Plague, peſj. 
lence, famine, and war, are awful harbingers of death 
When theſe appear, death is near to myriads. When the, 
harbingers go forth, it is in general a certain ſignof thoy, 
ſands upon thouſands being on the brink of eternity, 4 
number of diſorders that prevail are alſo the harbinger; of 
death to individuals. When affliction ſeizes the body, te 
ſhould remember death is on his way. And ſhould our 
troubles be removed, and our life be given to us a fey 
years for a prey, we ſhould not 40 that we are mortal; 
nor that death may ſuddenly arreſt us afterwards, The 
infirmities of old age, as well as a number of lingerin 
diſeaſes, are the ſure harbingers of death. If we attend tg 
their voice, and improve the privilege of the timely notice 
they afford us, infinite good may be the conſequence. B 
ſhould, we be deaf to their warning, we may have to repent Woot al 
when it will be of no ſervice to us. org out bo 
Death, however, frequently comes as a thief in the night 
He ſeizes thouſands in a moment, and hurries them out « 
time into eternity. Ho often the 22 papers inform 
of ſudden fires or accidents, which deſtroy a number of oy 
fellow creatures! Many go well from their habitation in 
morning, but are brought dead to their families before thi 
evening ſhades return. Thouſands have gone healthy t 
ſcek reſt in fleep at night, and have been found dead in th 
morning, Many have fat down to eat the bread th; 
periſhes, and while they have been thus engaged, thej 
ſpirit has been required at their hands. We may ale la 
«© In the midſt of life, we are in death - We walk an ſnare 
and death whereever we go.“ It is obſerved by ſom 
that an object ever preſſing upon our view, ſoon becor 
familiar; and thou b exceedingly alarming at firſt, m 
become leſs dreaded, though equally dangerous. Is the 
any thing more alarming than ſudden death? Can al 
thing be more awful than for a man to be ſnatched fre 
his friends in a moment, and be numbered. with the dea 
If we ſhould only hear of this once in our life, would it 
make our ears tingle? If we were only to be privy to 9 
_ inftance, would it not ſeize our heart with terror? But 
frequency of ſudden death has made it familiar to us, 
many accounts reach us in the courſe of à year of 185 1 


+ —_—— r OI — * — 


@ 6p, 1 
ure, that we loſe gur dread for this kind of exit into eter- 


10 ny: And becauſe we have ſeen ſo many inſtances ourſelyes, 
F. WW ++ ace not affected with the ſubject. But are we any ſafer 
th becauſe ſudden or natural death is become an object of in- 
& lifferency to us? Ought we not to be alarmed at the 


thought of dying unpre ared for a better world? Dr. 
Watts obſerves, there is ſomething awful in ſudden death 
eren to believers. He thinks it would be highly adyan- 
tageous to them, to have ſome little notice of their ap- 


ha proeching diſſolution, that they might trim their lamps, and 
few prepare 1 their heavenly bridegroom. If ſudden death, 


he ſomething in it alarming to the followers of Chriſt, 
oupht it not to awaken the fears of ſinners ? And ought we. 
pot all to conſider, that the Lord may permit this kind: of 
death to be our lot ? | | 3 

5. Many of you have ſeen emblematical figures of death, 
vith a dart in his hand. In thoſe prints he is generally, if 
dot always repreſented without eyes, without ears, and with- 
wut bowels. He has no eyes to ſee the dilreſs he will brin 


gde 2 family, by removing the head of it. He does not ſee. 
ut oe wretched ſtate the fatherleſs and widow will be plunged 
me by h's means. If a beloved child languiſh under his. 
ou ad, or an affectionate wife, be does not ſce the anguiſh he 
n in Nil plunge the ſurvivors into, by tearing from their embrace, 
re thoſe that are dearer to them chan life itſelf. Whatever mi- 
hy eres he brings upon individuals, upon families, or ſociety, 
in th removing thole that have been uſeful in life, he is blind 
j y them all. If he be intreated to ſtay his hand, and ſpare 


hole that he levels his dart againſt, he has no ears to attend 
p their ſupplications. Should the whole family together, 
ith all that live in the neighbourhood, join in their appli- 
tion to him, he would be deaf to all their intreaties. 
Fhen the prieſts of Baal cried mightily to their idol, to 
tear and deliver, he did not hear, and therefore he 


ould 
t aſwer. Were we to purſue the ſame meaſures ann 
er ſo earneſt in our application. He has no bowels 


1 
— 
: 
. 


pation to yearn, over the diſtreſſed. Some t rants have 


1 it a moved to pity the wretched in their diſtreſs. Though 
to op have in general delighted in blood, yet it has been 
But iurked, on certain occalons, there have been faint diſ- 
vs, res of humanity leſt in them. But death has never 


| king of terrors, no anſwer would be given, were we 


a known to relent. He delights in laughter aud blood, | 


(- 68 ) 
He never has been known to'pity a ſingle individual, wh. "If b 
his commiſſion was ſealed. It is in vain tO attempt to fg : 
him by alarming repreſentations, of the miſeries which eſa 
will occafion, ſhould he perſiſt in his deſign, We read A ihe 
great man, brought to the brink of death, under ear 
apprehenſions of future miſery, who offered, if I miſtake 
not, thirty thouſand pounds for an hour's life — But his off The t 
would not be 1 "OA There is no bribing death with WW 
gold and filver.. He cannot be enriched by them, or re. il js 
ceive any advantage through their influence. We may fx 
it in our. hearts, that he will be inflexible in his purpoſe, if cond 
once he is commiſſioned. of God to remove us from among 
the living. n 
6. After death the judgment. Some perſons have ſup. 
paſed, that the ſouls of the righteous and wicked both 
appear before God, as ſoon as they quit this world, and are 
appointed to their different places by his judgment. Hades, dr 
or the world of ſpirits, is conſidered as the place where 1. 
both good and evil ſpirits. are to abide... Only that pan fat 
called Paradiſe,” or Abraham's boſom, where the ſpirits oi 
juſt men made perfect, are as happy and ſatisfied as it ing 
poſſible — them to be, in their preſent ſtate, has no con- 
nection with the regions of darkneſs and deſpair. The (pi-iſenty': 
rits of the righteous look forward to the morning of t go. 
reſurrection, when the body, ſown in corruption, Fall ” fy 
raiſed incorruptible, and be united to their glorified fpirits eres 
to be completely happy for ever. The wicked are confnedi tau 
in · a moſt wretched fituation, under great torture and miſery ad 
till the Lord Jeſus ſhall come to judge the world in righte e ot 
ouſneſs. We may have a thouſand conjectures of the ſtare od. 
the righteous and wicked, till the day of judgment. TH e 
ſcriptures in this are our infallible guide. If we advert td rity 2 
them, we ſhall learn what the living Jehovah. ſays on thi u can 
ſabject. They inform us, that juſt men made perfect wi ls hi 
enter into the joy of their Lord, immediately after death der is 
They will be admitted, where the wicked wal eeafe n bel 
trouble, and where the weary ſhall be for ever at reſt. On 
the other hand, all that die in tlieir fin, where Chriſt is the ¶ ina 
can never come. They will be caſt off from God, and fron 6, 
the glory of his power for ever... © | ger 
But whatever judgment takes place at death, we az. It 
aflured, there is a day approaching in which God will judge life, 
the ſecrets of all hearts by tri Jeſus. All nation 2 
24 wi ned 


' 


( 6 ) 


il be ſommoned. to his bar, and have to anſwer for the 
eds done in the body. We, have many. declarations. in 
e ſacred pages of the great things which will be acccom- 
„od at that ſolemn event, The ſun ſhall be turned, into 
df a lukneſs, and the moon into blood. The ſtars. will fall from 
. deir orbits, while the: elements melt with ſervent heat. 
.o trump of God will ſound, through all natipns, and the 

4 {mall and great, will bave to appear before him that 


en. 
ed 
he 


* ill judge righteouſly.— But as we ſhall have to * more 
0 be icularly on this ſubje& in a little wh ile, I ha M che 


| cond part of the ſubject. a 


e, if 
100g, 


Il, That is, to ſhew the difference there is between. tha | 
fup- jphteous, and wicked in their death, and will be hereafter 
both WW: the. bar of God. 8 . . | 
1. There is a vaſt difference in their experience. A 


" pod man has been led. to confeſs and forſake his fin, To 
here ek redempiion in the Lord Jeſus. He has obtained by, 
_ faith of Chriſt, life from, the dead, His heart, is con- 
id o ered to God. He is born again of the Spirit. Old 


ite ""gs are paſſed away, behold all things are become new 
con- bh experience! He feels living faith, working, by loue, 
* ſpi- unifying his heart. He enjoys the benefits of true religion, 
of thei! goes on his wa pin in the God of his ſalvation. 
all deer finner is hardened in the midſt of his crimes. He 
eaves to the ways of the deſtroyer with all his heart. He 
atiaues to follow the maxims and faſhions of the world. 
lead of ſecking mercy. and ſalvation in Chriſt, he ſpurns 
e offers of the goſpel, and is deaf to the voice of the 
d. No converſion of heart, or new-buth unto, righte- 
ulaeſs 15 experienced by him, but rather an increaſe in im- 
wity and unholineſs. A guilty conſcience vexes his foul, 
u cauſes him to experience many ſorrows. He often 
ls his heart ſad in the midſt of laughter: And many 
es is wretehed while he attempts to make thoſe around 
in believe that he is happy, It may be truly ſaid, every 
0 in this Rate, is in the gall of bitterneſs, and in the boyd 
{inquity. He is far from God, and far from righteouſ- 
cb. An alica from the commonwealth of Iſrael and a 
auger to the covenant of promiſe, . * 
2. If we are the followers of Chriſt, it is the buſineſs of 
t life, to ſeek to grow in grace, and in the knowledge of 
Lord Jeſus, We are conſcious, that we have not yet 


ſaned all that is promiſed in the ſcriptures. There are 
a 


a thouſand things that we have not yet experienced YT 


order, that if death ſhould find us, in the dark ſhades of t 


(*70 


chriſtianity. It is the deſire of our heart to increaſe win 
the increaſe of God. We ſee heights and depths, lengthy 
and breadths of chriſtian experience, which we haye not ye 
attained. We deſire to apprehend that for which we an 
apprehended of God. To forget the things which are} 
hind, and to reach to thoſe things which are before- gu 
ſinners act a different part. They often ſorget that the 
have a ſoul to fave. In regard to religion, it may be try] 
ſaid, They live without God, and without hope in th 
world.” They ſpend their days in vanity, and ſeem anxiq 
to ĩncreaſe in every thing that makes againſt their ſalvation 
David declares, the ſinner . deviſeth miſcliief upon his bet 
he ſetteth himſelf in a way that is not good, he abhorre 
not evil.” There is a kind of ambition in many tran 
greſſors to exceed in wickedneſs thoſe that are around then 
on certain occaſions. When they can make uſe of lyin 
words to divert thoſe that are in their preſence, they che 
fully ſubmit to it. It ſeems the ambition, of their lift 
either to- graſp after the world with all their heart, or 
purſue other things which deſtroy their peace here, a 
make them wreiched, when thep.naye been engfged iy ll 
things which promiſed them moſt gratification. | 

3. If we are chriſtians, we look aut for death. We fr 
quently ponder over in our minds the. thought of dying 
We confider that we are creatures of a day, and may 
called in a moment to appear before God. When we 
tire to reſt in an evening, we endeavour to ſet our houſe 


right, we may be found in Chriſt without ſpot and blam 
leſs.. When we leave our habitation in a morning, wer 
flect on the many accidents that have happened to remo 
our fellow creatures, and endeavour to walk with des 
in our view, By frequently pondering oyer the ſubjedt for 
our minds, we are enabled to become familiar with 
And whenever we are called to part with our friends, 
to attend the funerals of our relations, we encourage meh Ch 
tations of our own departure out of this wilderneſs, 2 
plead with God: not to ſuffer us to die, till we are fitted Wir, it 
a place at his right hand; As a chriſtian is ſaid to . 
with God, ſo in a great meaſure he may be ſaid to vi 
with death; but the conduct of ſinners is quite the reve 
They dread che thought of bidding adieu to the things 


1 


« zen, Rellections on death and judgment are extreme. 
I; painful to them. If at any time theſe preſs upon their 
"its, they endeavour to get quit of them as ſoon as poſ- 
©. When they are called to viſit their dying relations, 
r to accompany them to the filent grave, inſtead of ſuffer- 
ng their minds to be employed on the gloomy ſubjects, 
which preſent themſelves to vie w, they divert their atten- 
on to other objects, and ſeem reſolved to baniſh from 
teir hearts, whatever is calculated to diſturb their con- 
tiences. Even in afflictions they do every thing in their 
wer to fill their minds with hopes of recovery. If they 
e in danger, and any venture to inform them of it, they 
e often exceedingly diſpleaſed, and reproach the very 
xerſons that endeavour to ſtir them up to ſeek eternal hap- 
ines, If a falſe friend, or a flatterer, aſſure them they 
bill ſoon recover, and attempt to divert their minds from 
te ſubjects that ought to-occupy their attention, he is con- 
tered their friend, and his company is acceptable. When 
0 viſible proſpe& opens for their recovery, you will fre- 
ently find them ſtill baniſhing the thoughts of death. 
any, in this ſtate, imagine prayer to be unneceſſary, 
hey will not bear the thought of a ſerions chriſtian com- 
jp to viſit them. And it has frequently been known, that 
joſe who have been in dying circumſtances, have been 
blinded to their real ſtate, as to ſpurn to the laſt the of- 
Ts 8 that attempted to be of — to them in their 
reſs, : | 
+ The followers of Jeſus Chriſt often wiſh that they 
done with the things that are ſeen, When they 
e ſorely harraſſed with ſtrong temptations, and have a 
mber of difficulties to grapple with, they earneſtly de- 
to have done with the things that are ſeen, that they 
have nothing to do but to glerify God in the hea- 
u for ever. When their ſouls are abundantly com- 
ſed in the love of Chriſt, and glorious proſpects open 
hin the veil, they are ready to Cry out, Come, Lord 
6 Chriſt, come quickly.“ They long to be diſſolved 
ito be with their exalted head. It would be abundantly 
ter, in their judgment, to be abſent from the body and. 
eat with the Lord, than to be abſent from him, expoſed 
{number of temptations in this world. With St. Paul 
| ſay, „For me to live is Chriſt, but to die will be 
mul gain,” Sometimes they are obliged both to watch 
? and 


murmur at their Lord's delay, They ſeek patience 3 


( ye ) 
and pray againſt anxiety on this head, If they den WT” 1 
Live place to the feelings of their own heart, they ſho 


relignation to his will in this matter, and wiſh that! uf 
would deal with them in all things, as infinite wildon | 
res. This is not, however, tlie expefience of the uot. ” 
ly. If the thoughts of death are painful, they cannort 
ſuppoſed to deſire a difcharge from this war. If x 
verfation of death and judgment at a funeral, or when th 
are afflicted, he ſo very painful, can we ſuppoſe that 
ſingle w iſn ĩs e Ver fount' in their heart to leave this won 
They dread death above all things. They cannot be 
the thought of leaving the things that are ſeen. 'As the 
treaſutes are here, fo their hearts and affections are hy 6 T 
alſo. Their frientis and tefations, "their lands and poll 
ſions, their companions and fins, or the cuſtoms and x 
ims of this world, are the object of their deſires, The 
are the idols to which they daily bow. Their whole{ 
is engroſfed with them. It is like death icfelf to.reflet . nde 
being ſeparated from them. When any proſpect open, 
having them removed, or of being removed from the 
they are filled witli ſorrow, and go on ſoftly in the bit 
neſs of their heart. They carnot be pacified, winleſs the 
minds are fully perſuaded that their idols ſhall be. preſer 
to them. | 
5. In the thoughts and deſires of death, which the | 
lowers of Chriſt experience, they find their minds quid 
ened to purſue their way to eternal life. Convinced by! 
ſcriptures, that without holineſs no man ſhall ſee the Lon 
and that the pure in heart ſhall only inherit the New Je 
ſalem, they give diligence to be found in'Chrilt vitht 
ſpot and blameleſs. It is the buſineſs of their lite to p 
pare to meet God. They earneftty intreat the Lord: 
change them into his own image, from glory to .gl0 
that when it is their lot to die, they may be found meet 
the inheritance of 'the' ſaints in Jiglit. They trim r care 
lamps, and prepare to meet the 'britlegroom of their ſo 
An ey char btueft poſſeſſes their minds, while they u ho 
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y can 
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to be found, not having on their own righteoaſnefs, r. 
is of the law, but the righteoufneſs which is of God, 
the faith of our Lord jeſus Chriſt. 'Is'this the 'condutt 
thofe Who live 8 and Without God in 
world? Ate they not daily-livi 


ag in tlie neglect of 8 


(C 3) 

en the ſcriptures enjoin? Do they not lead a re- 
hee? in the — of all that are around them? 
nk not ſpura the offers of the goſpel, and caft the 
, of the Lord behind their back? Are they not haſten- 
i; falt as poſſible to the regions of deſpair ? Does it not 
ber to be their daily care to treaſure up wrath, againſt 
g day of wrath ? In afflitions and death itſelf, do they 
* continue to harden their hearts, and to deſpiſe the of- 
«of their God? Is it not evident that multi: udes de- 
mine to hold it out againſt the Lord their God, even 
the lat? The minds of the followers of Chriſt, are 
ally affected in viſiting perſons of this deſcription in 
r troubles. They frequently grieve on their account, 
1 beſeech the Lord in his great mercy to ſave them. 
6 The followers of Chriſt are enabled to ſpeak com- 
bly to their friends on their death bed. If any of their 
weft relations weep and mourn at the proſpect of their 
parture, they cry Out, ““ Weep not for us, weep for your- 
ies.” We are aſſured, that When this earthly houſe, 
led tabernacle is diſſolved, we have a building of God, an 


pens ſe not made with hands, eternally in the heavens.” 
theater declare what God has done for, and what he has 
= ught in them by the power of his Spirit. Their chriſ- 
18 8 


a brethren are frequently edified and bleſſed in viſiting 
m in their trouble. They will venture to warn finners 
t come into their preſence, to fly from the wrath to 
the f ne. l'heir own relations and friends will be interefted 
ute eaiarly in their dying exhortations and prayers. To 
| by UW: partners and children they will give the beſt advice 
e Lot y can adminiſter, If their former exhortations have 
n lighted, they will renew them with greater fervour. 
ey will charge them in the name of the Lord Jeſus, not 
le any longer, but immediately to lay to heart the 


to deſpiſe their dying counſel, left they ſhould appear 


or ſwift witnefles againſt them at the bar of God. All 
ry 1 ur care is to leave a good ſavour of Chriſt behind them 


80 4 i required at their hand. If their conſcierice be afleep 


hand 


(gs which belong to their peace. They will warn them 


M1 all that belong to their houſe, or that come near them. 
put how different is the ſtate of the ungodly; when their 


ſeared; if they have a delufive hope and a falſe peace, 

An vill expreſs many things on their death bed, which 

6 * atly prove, that they are unſit for a place at the right 
f G . 


| 
. 
| 
1 
1 


(0-7 
hand of God, They will inform their relat ons, thatt 
have never done any perſon any harm—'Phey haye g. 
every one his own— They have acted honeſtly betyes 
man and man— They have not altogether neglected the 
duty in the hurry of buſineſs, while at other times they ha 
been diligent in attending upon the worſkip of God<T) 
have been as free from fin as any of their neighbours, y 
far exceeded many of them in every thing that is pood 
They have had little failings as well as others, but ts 


attention = the church and ſacrament, are ſufficient, Ma 
hope, to obtain pardon from God.—1If on ſome occaki the 
they have gone a little too far, their charity to the u 

and their readineſs to help any of their neighbours in tn ini 


ble, will more than over balance any thing that has by 
amiſs in their conduct.— As for their part they have no 
of death or hell, for God is merciful, and Chriſt has dis 


thereforc any thing that 15 deficient in them, will be n lll | 
up before they leave this world.=--If their conſciences Wi 
truly awake, and they have ſuitable views of their ſtate  þ 
danger, their language will be different from the perk 


alluded to. In the midſt of their wretchedneſs they Mi o 
complain of what they have done againſt God, and Meir p. 
own ſoul. Many in this ſtate, will frankly declare, ly": 
have ſpurned the offers of divine merey for a number Goc 
pou and have ſinned againſt light and knowledge. Mer 

ave gone beyond the reach of mercy in their crimes, iar! 
have nothing to look for but indignation and wrath, til, b. 
lation and anguiſh, at the hands of the Lord. The heat ne! 
are as braſs to their prayers. They have not the leaſt hop 
being ſaved. Their day of grace is paſt, and now they nh" 
look with horror to the fiery indignation, which God" g 
provided for all his adverſaries. With ſuch expreſſion 
theſe, many have terrified their friends on their death Mera 
and have been ſo dreadfully ſank beneath guilt and « 
demnation, as to leave the world without the leaſt hopgiſ"els 
beiag ſaved, | 
7. When the followers of Jeſus Chriſt turn their fac 
the wall, and bid adieu to their friends, they are as a e 
corn, fully prepared for the heavenly garner. The ö it! 
of God encamp round about them that fear him, ad*" de 
times. They are near to bear up our feet while we 
marching through this wilderneſs. They attend as f 
tecing ſpirits, the heirs of ſalvation, It is not poſlibis 


(8 


do imagine how many kind ſervices they accompliſh in 
Jur behalf while we are on our journey to the heavenly 
nan, We cannot zuſtly ſuppoſe that they wall forſake 
in our death. Could we fee the inviſible guards that 
nend the dying ſaint, we ſhould be conſtrained to cry out, 
Greater are they that are for- him, than all that can 
ole,” | | 

4 is ſuppoſed by ſome, that as ſoon as the ſpirit takes 
; flight from the bodv,. the angels of God attend, to con- 
ach it through the regions of the air, which are copfidered 
i the place where the god of this world has influence, and 
at they land it ſafely in Abraham's boſom. Whether this 
inion is only founded in the imagination of divines, or is 
at that we may depend on, is not my buſineſs to deter- 


as b&Y 

no ae. It is ſufficient for us to know, that the God of Ja- 

« dif will not forſake us, when our heart and fleſh fail; but 
. paſs through the valley of the ſhadow of death 


ith us, His rod and his ſtaff ſhall comfort, when hu- 


nces 
ſtate 1 help fails. At the ſame time we have reaſon to be- 
perle. that the angels, ſent to be miniſtering ſpirits to the 
hey uin of falvation, will afford us every degree of help in 
nd Ur power, when we are called to enter into the world of 
re, ris, If Lazarus was carried by angels to the Paradiſe 


God, have we not reaſon to hope, that the Lord will 
ifer the fume mercy on us, when we are brought into a 
fila ſtate ? If good angels watch around the juſt man's 
d, have we not reaſon to believe, the fiends of darkneſs 


e heay near to dying ſinners? Perhaps the very ſpirits that 
it hope followed them all their days, and have drawn them, 
they hi deir ſnares, into a thouſand evils. Our adverſary, the 


"il, goes about as a roaring lion, ſeeking wt.am he may 
jour, He leads finners captive at his pleaſure. Millions 
nfernal ſpirits may be daily employed in tempting the 
laren of men to violate the laws of God. It is their 
nes to lay ſnares for our fools. With unwearied diligence 
ykek our ruin. By night and by day, they are en- 


\eir fed to lead tranſgreſſors in the downward road to deſ- 
a hoc. If they have been ſucceſsful in tempting through 
The at reafonable to ſuppoſe that they will quit their ob- 
him, in death? Will they not rather watch with eagerneſs, 
nile wee inner takes his flight from this world ? The dying 
4 as er has no defence from God, to ſcreen him from the in- 
poſſblg e of thoſe malicious ſpirits. The angels of God have 


2 no 


(9 3 


no commiſſion to ſecure him from the rage and malic 
the devil. Left in a ſtate of wretchedneſs, without g 
leaſt defence from above, the finner muſt of neceſſity * 
victim to his tempters, and be dragged by them to the 
gions of deſpair. They will probably ſeize the denaniy 
wretch, and force him to the horrible pit, where def 
tion and miſe:y are manifeſt on every ſide. 
8. The ſpirits of juſt men, made perfect, will be happ 
till the morning of the reſurrection. The ſcriptures inf 
us, that they enter into the joy of their Lord, They 
freed from every thing that could diſquiet and make th 
unhappy. They are admitted into ſuch a ſtate of nean 
to God, as enables them to triumph continually in his p 
ſence. Several paſſages in the word of God infinuate, th 
their bliſs is not ſo complete as it will be, when their bo 
is raiſed from the tomb. That text, in the book of Rey 
lation, which ſpeaks of the ſouls of the bleſſed groanj 
under the altar, till the redemption of their bodies, infig 
ates, that they are not in the ſtate which they will be rai 
to, after the Lord Jeſus Chriſt comes to judge the world 
righteouſneſs. If they are not ſo completely bleſſed 
they will be, when the final judgment is paſled, we | 
1 reaſon to believe, that nothing in the leaſt diſquiets 
iff makes them unhappy, in that glorious place, to whi 
1 they are taken. According to their cipacities they 
. filled with the communicable fulneſs of God. They 
bleſſed with ſach glorious communications of the diy 
| preſence, that they conſtantly exult in his mercy, I. 
- probable, new diſcoveries of the glory of God are com 
| 


ioa | 
lowers 
Mt-han 
ige hi: 


 preſer 


nicated, and they keep increaſing in holineſs and conl 
mity to their living head continually. We have re 
| to affirm, that all ſorrow and ſighing is removed | 
them. They are bappy in the enjoyment of what "Pp! 
' hath not ſeen, ear heard, nor can it enter into the mine e in hi 
man to conceive, what God has laid up for them, in es | 
1 celeſtial place. The ungodly are not ſo. The plact 10 e 
torment, to which they are conſigned; the awaken * 
of their own conſciences will make them wretched be) * 
| ' deſcription ; the regions of darkneſs and deſpair t0 v8 0 

| they are taken; the company that will ſurround them; 7 N 
5 upbraiding and inſult of thoſe that were their compan L i} 
1 in wickedneſs; the torment and miſery inflicted by d 
who were their tempters; and the wrath of God rev® 


' 


Y 0 


n heaven to all that are in that wretched place, will 
iſe them to experience extreme pain and miſery for ever, 
The agony of their mind, together with the 
tual puniſhment inflicted, will make them more miſerable 
nit is poſſible for an angel to deſeribe. When they look 
ward to the day of judgment, and conſider all the ad- 
N evils they will have to endure, their diftreſs is in- 
. by anticipation. They conſider that their body 
il be raiſed from the grave, both ſpiritual and immortal, 
Achat their wretched ſpirit will be obliged to re- animate 
again, They feel a thouſand pangs in conſidering 
e zu ful ſtate in which they will be plunged, after the 
ul judgment. What they. endure in the world of ſepa- 
e ſpirits, is only like a few drops before the ſhower,. 
te anxiety of mind they experience from what they al- 
dy ſuffer, together with the horrible dread that app. efſes. 
em in the proſpe that opens to their view, is of ſuch a 
are, that we cannot ſtretch our imagination to canceive 
houſandth part of what they endure.. 

9 la the day when the trumpet ſhall be ſounded, and. 
dead raiſed ſmall and great, the followers of the Lord 

ſas will triumph in. the God of their ſalvation. Thoſe 

haue been ſleeping in their graves for a. number of 
s, will riſe in a moment, to.meet.the Prince of Life and 

ory, And thoſe that are then alive will be changed in 

e twinkling of an eye, and be caught up to the right 

nd of their glorious Immanuel. He will, make. a diſ- 

Kon between the righteous and the wicked, His awn 

lovers ſhall ſand . with boldneſs and rejoicing, at his 

hand. They will exult in his mercy and love, The 


d ever. 


preſence, and rejoice in his ſalvation. He will look 
M azprobation. upon them. He will tell what they have 
in his name, and for. his ſake, He will 6njſb hy pro- 
King be fore aſſembled. worlds, Come, ye blefled 


ola") Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from 
ken bandation of the world,” But when the trumpet 
d bey found rough all nations, the ungodly ſhall riſe ta 
to wil”: and confuſion of face. They all feel the horrible 


kd to overwhelm- them, which they have ſo long fear- 
They will tremble at the proſpect of ap ET. 
lord Jeſus, in their ſins and. in their blood. They 
e out,“ Rocks, fall on us, mountains, hide us, 
9 T. 


ige himſelf being their friend, they will be confident in 
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from the face of him that ſitteth on the throne, and fron 
the wrath of the lamb : for the great day of his Wrath j 


come, and who ſhall be able to ftand.” Being dragge po 
o the judgment ſeat of Chriſt, they muſt appear at l. we 
left hand, and hear him declare, Go, ye curſed, i, vi 
everlaſting ſire, prepared for the devil and his angels. us 
This awful ſentence will be proclaimed before all natio rev 
and will be attended with awful circumſtances to thoſe th val 
e ſubject to its influence. 0 

10. The righteous ſhall be taken to the heaven of he ing 
vens, to reign with God in glory for ever. They M ot 
be placed in their proper manfions, and be comple in t. 
happy in body and ſpirit, through the ages of eternity Mi adv 
God will lead them to living fountains of water, and be | 
tears ſhall be wiped from their eyes. They ſhall join and 
redeemed from every nation under heaven, to fing Al thre: 
ſong of Moſes and the Lamb. They will ever pre from 
their crowns before the great Jehovah, crying oil ever. 
«« Worthy is the Lamb that hath loved us, and waſhed Ma 
from our fins in his blood, to receive honour and rich vs hi 
bleſſing and praiſe for ever and ever.“ But the wicked vhat: 
be driven away in their wickedneſs, and in body and ſpi refu 
ſhall be tormented day and night, in the preſence of (Wi bleſs 
and in the preſence of the holy angels. They will de be 
to endure the pains of the ſecond death. Their mii ind ſa 
will be complete. They will have no reſt for ever, v vit 
groan beneath their guilt and puniſhment, world wil s, v 
end. te glo 
Leet us conclude by a few remarks : erden 
The Lord Jehovah, does not will our death. He gde 
to be gracious to our ſouls. If we turn to him vi rie, 
our heart, he will have mercy upon us, and abund 


pardon, He will make his goodneſs to paſs befor 
and his truth ſhall be a ſhield to our ſouls. As af 
pitieth his children, and provides for them every t 
that is neceſſary, ſo the Lord pitieth them that fear 

If we make it the buſineſs of our life to ſecure an in 
in the Lord Jeſus, God will rejoice to do us good: 
will take pleaſure in ſupplying all our wants. Hen 
all occaſions bleſs and comfort our ſouls. He will c 
us into his own image, from glory to glory. We ſh 
guided by his counſel through all the difficulties 0 
and he will ſupport us in death, and raiſe us to à 


1 


at his own right hand. We ſhall have every bleſſing we 
need in our paſſage through life; every neceſſary ſup- 
port in the valley of the ſhadow. of death ; every blefling 
we are capable of receiving in the world of ſeparate ſpirits 
will be imparted ; in the day of judgment God will own 
us for his followers, and pronounce us blefied ; and will 
reward us in his kingdom through the countleſs ages of a 
valt eternity. | 

Should any refuſe to turn to the Lord while he is wait- 
ing to be gracious, and harden themſelves againſt the voice 
of his word, they will have to endure all that is threatened 
in the ſcriptures. The Lord will avenge himſelf of his. 
adverſaries. He will cauſe all the vials of his wrath to 
be poured upon them, and they ſhall endure © Indignation 
and wrath, tribulation and anguiſh,” according to the 
threatenings of the ſcriptures. They ſhall be baniſhed 
from the preſence of God, and the glory of his power for 
ever, ; 
alhed May the Lord Jehovah have mercy upon us all, and grant 
nich vs his falvation! May he help us by his Spirit to renounce 
ted (OY vhatever is contrary to his bleſſed will, that we may have 

ly refuge in Chriſt, and be happy in bis love! May he 

of bes us with that faith which works by love, and puriſi es 
will e heart, that we may be bold in the approach of death, 
ir mi id faved with an everlaſting ſalvation ! May we be able 
ever, s vitneſs a good confeſſion, that God may be glorified in 
| with, whether it be by life or by death; and that we all may 
te glorified with him through the ages of ages, to adore 
WJ iedeeming love, and be completely happy in that celeſtial 
He wiWingdom, which cannot be moved! God grant us theſe 
n wi vercies, and to him ſhall be aſcribed all the praiſe, eter- 
bund ny! Amen. | 


very | END OF THE THIRD. SERMON. 


ſudden; but can it be doubted that his ſadden death waz all t 
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The follewirg Extras will be acceptable to all thy at 
love the Religion of Feſus.. They are ſuitable ts fle Ir 


fubjeds we have been conſider ing. 
By 
EXTRACTS. th 


| From letters fent to a friend, on the loſs of a beloved By, are 
who, was killed, with many others, by the fall of a ber 


building, on the 1,3th February, 1796. o 
„I JPON this awful, melancholy occaſion, I freely Wil). 


mingle a tear with your's. Reaſon and ſctipture, h 
nature and God, forbid us not to mourn on ſuch occaſions, WM 
Only let us not grieve moderately, It is granted, he waz 
a moſt deſirable and promiſing youth, and his death very 


not udden glory? Then let us moderate our ſorrow : nay, cod 
had almoit ſaid, let us rejoice together, that the dear boy 


is removed from a. world of fin and ſorrow, into a world, 1 - 
where neither can enter. | 110 
You are now called upon to prove the reality of youre: 
religious principles. The Lord is now trying you in Aan, 
very tender point, and expects ſubmiſſion from you. Re-. dz 
member it is the Lord that has done it: he knows what E Cod 
beſt for you. He has only taken one out of many, Ob anno 
provoke him not by immoderate ſorrow, leſt he ſtrive. d 
again and again, May he give you power to believe thank: 
what be does, or permits-to be done, is tae very beſt lol... 
you! And may you feel ſuch a. ſweet reſignation to hben, 
will herein, that with pious Job you may. ſay, “ The Lord eep u 
ave, and the Lord hath taken away, but {till bleſſed b Cod. 
bis name!” May the God of love ſupport and como, 
you both, that you may ſtrive to comfort each other ! ne 
And may you both come out of the furnace like gold wel « 1; 
purified !”? ad h 
Fes. 15, 1799. Vit wh 

| __ ca 

A ſecond letter fromthe ſame perſon :=—* You are Wet. 

in the vale of affliction, ſorrowing for, the loſs of yo pr 
dear child, Vet] hope by this time the pungency of vo day 


ſorro 


S 


forrow is abated, and you now begin to ſee the hand of 4 


an all- wiſe God in that awful diſpenſation of providence. 
jndeed while we look at ſecond cauſes only, our minds will 
* de continually diſtreſſed, and will our ſorrow be alleviated. 
We ſhall ſtill grope in the dark, and remain comfortleſs. 
But is there not a way whereby we may be delivered from 
the gloomy abyſs? Sorely there is! Bleſſed be God for 
the revelation of his will to man, by his beloved Son, We 
we there told, that the very hairs of our head are all num- 
lere; and that not a ſparrow falls to the ground without 
bis notice, or permiſſion, Now, my dear friends, believe 
this gracious declaration of God with your heart, and 
you will find a degree of bleſſed reſignation to his will, and 
divine comfort to ariſe in your ſoul. f 

I have been reading Mr. Law's Serious Call. I ſhall 
erttact a paſſage from it, for your atteniive peruſal :. We 
are as ſure that nothing happens by chance, as that the 


Ver; ll world itſelf was not made by chance. We are certain that 
b was WY in things happen, and work together for good, as that 
nau, cod is goodneſs itſelf. So that a man has as much reaſon 
r ws, to will every thing that happens to him, becauſe God wills 
wor 


it, as to think that is wiſeſt, which is directed by infinite 
wiſdom, Now this is not cheating or ſoothing ourſelves 
Into any falſe content, or imaginary happinſs ; but is a 
laisfaftion grounded upon as great a certainty, as the being 
nd attributes of God. For if we are right in believing 
bod to act over us with infinite wiſdom and goodneſs, we 
carnot carry our notions of conformity and reſignation to 
the divine will too high: nor can we ever be deceived by 
e thaWtinking that to be beſt for us, which God has brought 
pon us, There is nothing that ſo powerfully governs the 
heart, as a true ſenſe of God's preſence ; and nothing can 
ep us conſtantly under fo lively a ſenſe of the preſence of 
od, as this holy refignation, which attributes every thing 
im, and receives every thing as from him.“ I would re- 
anmend the whole chapter to your ſerious confideration. 

* Many of the diſpenſations of God's providence to- 
ad his creatures in this world, are an unfathomable deep. 
bit when the great drama ſhall be unravelled, what we 
os call misfortunes, evil accidents, or what elſe, ſhall 


are iH ende proved to have been bleſſings in diſguiſe, and intend- 
of you pr mote our beſt intereſt. Happy will it be for thoſe in 
of voc day, who ſhall be found to have received and im proved 

md = them, 


-them, according to the intention of God in permitting 


f From another friend :—* I have felt and do feel mol 


-ported you, and that you can juſtify the ways of providence 


better, but he has given me to ſee, that he is the Soverei 


ſay to theſe things? We muſt hold our peace, and hide our 


@E. 


them tobefall us! I hope my next intelligence from 
will inform me that you not only acquieſce, but rejoice n 
the will of God toward you.“ 


Marcn 13, 1796. 


ſenſibly for your heavy affliction. My ſoul has been en. 
gaged much in prayer for you. I truſt the Lord has fyp 


in ſaying, © He has done all things awell!” He has a right 
to-take his creatures to himſelf dy what means his ina 

and unerring wiſdom ſees good. We have been tried in 
fimilar way. I — was the Lord pleaſed to take 9 
boy by the common death of his creatures, I could beat! 


of the World, and as good as he is great. Therefore 1 a 
willing that he ſhould do as ſeemeth him good. I hope I u 
now willing he ſhould go io heaven God's way. 

When we heard of your very great affliction, alas! li 
did we then know that we would have a fellow - feeling wit 
yoa, not in theory only, but in a ſimilar way! What cany 


linin 
od: 


om t 


ſelves in the duſt. The Lord gave. They were his pp. 
perty, and he had a right to take them from us, in eg 
manger his unerring wiſdom pleaſed. We may mourn... 
but muſt not murmur. Faith ſays, * He does all win eri 
well.“ Indeed the ſtroke was ſevere ; but although he! _ 
taken one from you, and one from me, yet he has not aeg , 
all, as he did from Job, a greater character. Our dear er cu 
preſents himſelf with his lovely countenance, and child rn, 
prattle, but we put him away; and in this would fain lea Keie 
the art of forgetfulneſs. But I will quit this painful ſubſe , 
as it only tears open the wounds, and makes them ble, 1 
afreſh, which is not forgetfulneſs, but painful memory. ly pe 
Fes. and Max c, 1746. 1 

, ; Is alu 

Another friend writes: —“ F am exceedingly forry Wh fer 
hear of that moſt diſtreſſing trial, which the Lord has Heal t 
mitted to come upon you. But what ſhall we ſay to per 
things? Ihe Lord gave, and the Lord hath taken gu, be 


bleſſed be the name of the Lord, He, we well know, is! 
nitely wiſe in all his ways. He has a right to my 
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in what way he thinks proper, and therefore on ſuch 
; At. we can only ſay, I was dumb, becauſe 
n ill it. It becomes us on every occaſion patiently to 
-hmit to whatever we may meet with in the courſe of pro- 
lence. No doubt the Lord hath a wiſe and gracious de- 
on, hath ſme bleſſed end to ſerve in ſuffering you to be 
"ſeverely exerciſed, But perhaps it may be faid to you, 
ht J do thou knoweft not hoxw, but theu ſhalt know hereafter. 
hope that our gracious Lord, whoſe permiſſive hand is in 
le rod, will lay his everlaſting arms beneath you, and 
ecifully ſupport and comfort under the painful diſpenſa- 
Ion. He ſurely will give ſuffering grace for ſuffering 
ines, and you ſhall witneſs the truth of that word, my 
ce is ſufficient for thee. 

| [ was glad to hear that your dear boy was careful to go 
prayer before he went out of the houſe. Here is ground 
comfort. May yon not fee through this dark cloud the 
nd of a kind and gracious God, cutting ſhort his work in 
ghteouſneſs, and taking your dear child to his throne ? 
we you not good reaſon to believe that he has joined the 


ng wü icing hoſts above, and is this moment ag ae praiſes to 
| can Med and theLamb ? Read the 3d of Mrs. Rowe's Letters 
de dae the Dead to the Living. 

h1s MO © Perhaps infinite wiſdom foreſaw, that either ſome very 
in liteſiog trial awaited this child, or that had he lived long 
mou the world, he might have been betrayed into ſome dread- 
1 thn ern, or being ready for that bappy world, the grand 
b — poſes of liſe, with reſpect to him were all anſwered, and 
not tak 


hen this is the caſe, it is nothing worth ſpeaking of, whe- 
er our days upon earth are many or few, I cannot help 
ing, Oh, happy! happy! highly favoured boy! who 
it eſcaped this troubleſome world, and far from all dan- 


U 4 er, art everlaſtingly happy in the full enjoy ment of God ! 
em ll know that no affliction for the preſent is joyous. I can 
nor). iy perceive that painful reflections will ſteal upon you, 


tept you are receiving continual help from God, But 
always near, always ready to help, and you will know 
t fervent prayer will reach his ear, and faith will bring 
mall the help you want. 

"Perhaps this lovely boy may now to the end of your 
f5, be appointed of God as your guardian angel, and may 
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duct you to your Father's houſe.abave. Then, oh! ch 
bear ſo hea x-agiioles; and ſuffer ſo deep affidi ion.“ 


—— — — 


5 qt ez; 
do you ten thouſand kind offices threw t 
your life: And may alſo be the firſt cog — — 


attend you in your dying moments, and. may lf; * 


my friends ſhall ſee the reuſon, Why they were Fry 
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